Town of Thomaston

ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT
Report for December 2024

PLANT OPERATIONS — This was a somewhat different December than we
have had in recent years. With the unusually cold weather almost 2 million

gallons (MG) of effluent was made into ice. This helped to keep the storage
lagoon level down as 8.86 inches of rain was received. This was double the
normal rainfall for this month and brought the annual total, after a dry
summer and fall, up to 54.36 inches, and this is above the annual long-term
rainfall average of 47.04 inches.

The volume of wastewater received for treatment was 11.2 MG making
a total of 109.8 MG received in 2024. This compares favorably to the average
of 110.2 MG received in the last 5-years.The storage lagoon was 6% full at the
beginning of the month but was 40% full at the end. Discharging to the river
will begin early in January and this will bring the level back down.

The effluent made into ice was monitored, sampled and tested as
required by our DEP license and all parameters were within limits. There
were no violations of our license this month.

The total volume treated for the year was 130.37 (the difference
between the wastewater received, 109.8 MG, and the volume treated and
discharged, 130.4 MG, is the rain that falls on the almost 20 acres of the
surface of the lagoons) and this is just slightly above the last 5-year average
of 127.8 MG.

PERSONNEL — The staff spent much of December bringing the preventive
maintenance up-to-date and on training.

PUMP STATIONS — The pump stations all ran with no problems this month.
All stations had both pumps in full operation. Even with an increase in

rainfall this month and with Dragon discharging 2,160,000 gallons to the
public sewer, almost three times the November volume, there were no issues.

Even with the increased flow from Dragon, and the above normal
rainfall, the three pump stations that move the wastewater from the east end
of Thomaston to the Water Street Pump Station, and are scheduled for
upgrades, performed with no issues.



MUNICIPAL UTILITIES — This month the solar array produced 27,672 kWh
of electricity that went to the grid. The solar panels on the roof of the
Wastewater Control building and garage produced 1,945 kWh that was all
used in the treatment facility. The total electricity generated this month was

29,617 kWh. (See graph below for comparison between design and actual
production.) The production of electricity was just below the design level for
this month.

During December the municipal electric accounts used a total of 75,263
kWh and less power has been generated than was used this month increasing
what we have to pay CMP.

We are still investigating a Community Solar Cooperative with South
Thomaston. This program continues to move ahead with the next step to
determine the interest in each town’s citizens to join a solar co-op.
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