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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes
January 13, 2020

Select Board Present: Chair Peter Lammert, Co-Chair Sandy Moore, Bill Hahn, Lee-
Ann Upham, Diane Giese, Interim Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary
Donna Culbertson.

Public Present: John Fancy, Josh Blackman, Bill Wasson, PenBay Pilot, Christine
Simmonds, Alan Leo, Morgan Parmenter, Charlie Grover.

Meeting called to order at 6 p.m. by Chairman Peter Lammert.

ACTION: The Breen Motion made by Bill Hahn to take the agenda out of order.
Seconded by LeeAnn Upham. VOTE: 5-0

9A. Consider for appointment Interim Town Manager Kara George to the position
of Town Manager for the Town of Thomaston and authorize signature of a 3-year
employment contract.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to appoint Kara George as the new Town Manager.
Seconded by all board members!!! VOTE: 5-0

9B. Discuss the Thomaston Solar Power Report as presented by Pollution Control
Superintendent John Fancy.

John Fancy recommended adding a set of solar panels at the Pollution Control plant.
The cost would be approximately $1,100,000. Cost savings to the Town could be in the
range of $50,000 to $60,000 per year in electricity.

Replacing all lights with LED will be a savings. With the MainePower Options for
electricity, the Town will pay 5.97 cents per kWh. The Town was paying 7.3 cents per
kWh. With the Town owning the streetlights and switching over to LED, there is a
savings of an estimated $28,000 per year.

ACTION: Diane Giese made the motion to move ahead with the solar project.
Seconded by Lee-Ann Upham. VOTE: 5-0

9C. Review for authorization the 2020 Contract Renewal of the Septic Waste
Disposal Facility Agreement through Interstate Septic Systems, Inc.

The Pollution Control pays an annual fee of $2,300 by State Law for septic waste
disposal.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to authorize the 2020 Contract Renewal of the Septic
Waste Facility Agreement. Seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0

9D. Consider authorizing the Town Manager to sign and submit the application to
the Maine Municipal Bond Bank for $1.1 million for the long-term financing of the
new municipal building.
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ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to authorize the Town Manager to sign the Maine
Municipal Bond Bank application. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0

9E. Review for acceptance the Project Award Notification Letter from Efficiency
Maine for the grant to install and operate an electric vehicle charging station
behind the Business Block.

The electric vehicle charging station would be located behind the Business Block in the
public parking area.

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion to accept the Efficiency Maine grant. Seconded
by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0

9F. Accept the resignations of Sandi Jordan from the Village Cemetery Board of
Trustees and Sumner Kinney from the Budget Committee.

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore to accept the resignations of Sandi Jordan and
Sumner Kinney. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0

9G. Review the proposal for Schematic Design Services for the Town of
Thomaston Watts Block Building Renovations as submitted by Architect John
Hansen.

Bill Hahn has been working with Architect John Hansen for future use of the Watts
Block building. Joanne Richards requested the proposal be available to the Standing
Municipal Facilities Committee. Appraiser Charlie Jordan of Maine Appraisals will be
submitting his report to the Town.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to proceed with the appraisal and working with Architect
John Hansen on evaluating the Watts Block building. Seconded by Diane Giese.
VOTE: 5-0

9H. Discuss the heat system at the new Thomaston Municipal Building per the
request of Selectman Bill Hahn.

Bill Hahn recommended heat pumps be installed in the empty wing of the Municipal
Building. Sandy Moore asked about rebates for heat pumps. We would qualify for a
$1,000 rebate. Rene Dorr is currently keeping space heaters running so the pipes don’t
freeze.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to proceed with the installation of the heat pumps
by Rock Coast Heating and Plumbing and the electrical work to be completed by Ed
Alley. VOTE: 5-0

9l. Consider the request to close the Town Office the 15t week of February to
move municipal offices to the new building.

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion to approve the Town Office closure for moving.
Seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0

8. OLD BUSINESS
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Daryl Hahn gave the Board an update on the Comprehensive Plan. The final Chapter
will be done with the Planning Board. It will be presented to the public in June 2020. The
State deadline is March 15, 2020 for submission.

ADENGA ADJUSTMENT

The State of Maine Department of Transportation requested to redirect traffic to High
Street during the paving of Route 131 south. Route 131 would be a little tight trying to
get big trucks in and out. It would take about 4 partial days to complete.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to allow traffic diversion to High Street for 4 partial
days. Seconded by Pete Lammert. VOTE: 5-0

3. Approve the minutes

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the minutes
of December 18, 2019. VOTE: 5-0

4. Approve the Warrants.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Lee-Ann Upham to approve the
warrants. VOTE: 5-0

6. Town Managers Report. (See attached)

ACTION: Motion to adjourn at 6:45 p.m. by Bill Hahn. Seconded by Sandy Moore.
VOTE: 5-0

EXECUTIVE SESSION

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Peter Lammert to enter executive
session at 6:54 p.m., pursuant to Title 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405 (6) (D). VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Peter Lammert to exit executive
session at 7:19 p.m. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to voluntarily recognize
the Fraternal Order of Police as the new bargaining agent for the Police Department.
VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to accept the ratified
tentative agreement with Teamsters that removes references to the Police Department
employees. VOTE: 5-0

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Chair Peter Lammert Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson
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