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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes
April 15, 2020

Board Present: Bill Hahn, Peter Lammert, Diane Giese, Sandy Moore, and Town Manager
Kara George

Board Absent: Lee-Ann Upham

Public Present: Larry Butler, Charlie Grover, Sumner Kinney, Zel Bowman-Laberge, and John
Fancy

The meeting was called to order at 9:03 A.M. via Zoom.
Maine Municipal Bond Bank (MMBB)

Town Manager Kara George reported that voters approved the borrowing of $1.1. million to fund
the relocation of municipal offices to the former Lura Libby School. The original bond paperwork
filed with MMBB last June was for $1 million instead of the $1.1 million.

The final project costs came in at $1,092,554.05. Dan Pittman from Eaton and Peabody
recommended that the Town seek funding from a local lender for the $92,554.05 and keep the
bond at the $1 million.

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion seconded by Sandy Moore to authorize the Town
Manager to seek funding from a local lender for the $92,554.05 towards the Municipal
Building relocation project. VOTE: 4-0

LED Streetlight Update

Town Manager Kara George noted that the town of Waldoboro has had all their streetlights
converted to LED; however, they are the only town in the project that are not having smart
controls installed. Tom Hedstrom informed the Town that he is waiting for the shipment of smart
controls in order to install the LED lights in Thomaston. There is no arrival date until further
notice. Shipment delays may be caused by the COVID-19.

Town Manager Updates

The bids for the solar array project are due on April 22" at 3 p.m. Once the bids are received,
they will be held for an additional 90 days in hopes that the Town can hold a Town Meeting by
that time to get voter approval.

The Town has received approximately $61,000 in revenues since the beginning of April. The
most decline has been from the lack of excise tax. The Town is still receiving revenues from any
vehicles registered through InforMe, but any new vehicle registrations are on hold until the state
order is lifted. Then residents will have 30 days to complete their registrations. The Select Board
may want to consider exempting interest on real estate taxes for a certain period of time in order
to assist residents during this difficult time.

The GRRSM Joint Clam Board is having their first Zoom meeting next week. The Joint Board
has requested that the Town of Thomaston continue administering the GRRSM program
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through the month of July until we can transition the program over to St. George. The
commercial clam license drawing has been postponed from May 15t to June 15,

Other Business

Diane Giese noted that she is reviewing a federal grant for the purchase of an electrical Zero
Motorcycle for the Police Department. The grant has come about due to additional funding from
the COVID-19 pandemic. The grant would potentially match up to 90% of the purchase. Diane
has been in correspondence with Police Chief Hoppe to discuss the opportunity.

Diane Giese also discussed the need for food programs for children in Thomaston. There was a
question as to when RSU 13 would be discontinuing delivery of food to students. It was noted
that John Vigue, owner of Thomaston Grocery, donated all perishable foods to the Thomaston
Food Pantry. Noreen Mullaney recommended talking to the Thomaston representatives on the
RSU 13 School Board.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to enter executive session
at 9:48 a.m. pursuant to Title 1 MRSA Section 405 (6) (D). VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to exit executive session
at 10:23 a.m. VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to counter offer a 3%,
1%, and 1% wage increase to the Fraternal Order of Police for the 3-year union contract.
VOTE: 4-0.

Bill Hahn requested the salary wages for the Police Department in the Town of Damariscotta to
compare.

Meeting adjourned at 10:24 a.m.

Peter Lammert, Chairman Kara George, Town Manager



