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Town of Thomaston 
Select Board Minutes 

May 18, 2020 
 

Select Board Present: Chair Peter Lammert, Co-Chair Sandy Moore, Lee-Ann Upham, Diane 
Giese, Bill Hahn, Town Manager Kara George 

Public Present: Joanne Richards, Charlie Grover, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Christine Simmonds, 
Sumner Kinney, John Fancy, Larry Butler, Charles Grover, Noreen Mullaney  

Meeting called to order at 6:03 p.m. by Chair Peter Lammert via Zoom. 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Lee-Ann Upham to enter public hearing 
at 6:04 p.m. pursuant to MRSA Title 28-A, Section 653 to review the application of Dirty 
Rocks, LLC dba The Block Saloon for the consideration of renewing a license to sell 
spirituous, vinous and malt liquor at the property located at 173 Main Street. VOTE: 5-0 

The Select Board discussed outdoor seating at The Block Saloon. 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to exit public hearing at 
6:07 p.m. VOTE: 5-0. 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve the liquor license 
renewal for The Block Saloon. VOTE: 5-0 

8B. Continue to review the solar array project as presented by John Fancy. 
John Fancy presented a cost and warranty comparison between Sundog and Revision companies. 
There are not many differences except for the pricing. Sundog came in at a lower price. John 
Fancy recommended moving ahead with the project accepting Sundog’s bid. The Pollution Control 
Department has spent approximately $77,000 so far in preparation of this project. The inverters 
come with a 20-year warranty and the Town can continue to put funds aside each year in a reserve 
for maintenance of the system. 

Sandy Moore inquired if the warranty is included in the contract. John Fancy stated that the 
warranty is included in the proposal. The Town does not have the costs of extending the warranty 
yet.  

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve contracting with 
Sundog Solar to install a photovoltaic system as outlined in their proposal dated April 2020 
subject to Rural Development approval, voter approval and a completed funding package 
and authorize the Town Manager to sign the contract. VOTE: 5-0. 

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to table the proposed agenda 
item that would approve applying to Maine Municipal Bond Bank for funding of the solar 
array project due to the Town Manager having a meeting with other local lenders. VOTE: 5-0 
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9A. Recognize the Thomaston Police Department for National Police Week (May 10th- May 
16th) and the Thomaston Ambulance Department for National EMS Week (May 17th to May 
23rd.)  

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to recognize both the Police 
and the Ambulance Departments. VOTE: 5-0 

9B. Consider postponing interest on tax payments for 30-days to July 1, 2020, as now 
allowed by state executive order. 

Town Manager Kara George explained that the Select Board had inquired about postponing 
interest due on unpaid taxes a month ago, but at the time, such a postponement was not allowed 
by state statute. Now with the executive order from the state, the Select Board can do so. 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve postponing 
interest on tax payments for 30-days to July 1, 2020. VOTE: 5-0 

9C. Discuss lease space at Watts Block building. 

Bill Hahn noted that Joanie Vargas will not be running her craft co-op business under the current 
COVID19 conditions. However, Jessica LeCaptain is interested in renting the ground floor space 
where the former assessor and code enforcement office was located for her photography business. 
The proposed rent is $525/month starting on August 1st, with a one-year lease and a 60-day notice 
to renew the lease next spring.  

Bill Hahn further stated a chiropractor is interested in renting space as well but is working on 
obtaining financing.  

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve leasing the space 
of the ground floor at the Watts Block building to Jessica LeCaptain. VOTE: 5-0. 

9D. Review reopening plans for the Thomaston Town Office. 

Town Manager Kara George presented the reopening plans for the Thomaston Town Office. The 
Town plans to reopen to the public starting Monday, June 1st. Sandy Moore recommended 
installing a hand sanitizer station at the entrance to the building. Diane Giese noted that the Public 
Works Department is installing Plexiglas at the Library and that the Library will be offering curbside 
delivery through the month of June. 

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to proceed with reopening 
plans for the Thomaston Town Office. VOTE: 5-0. 

9E. Set the next Select Board meeting date. 

Town Manager Kara George requested to resume the regular Select Board meeting schedule of 
the second and fourth Monday of each month. The Select Board agreed, and the next meeting will 
be held in-person on Monday, June 8th at 6 p.m. in the multi-purpose room to allow for social 
distancing space. 
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8A. Comprehensive Plan Update 

Daryl Hahn stated that the Comprehensive Plan Committee has a meeting this coming week and 
they are waiting to hear back from the State about the completion of the plan. The new 
Comprehensive Plan will require a public hearing before going to Town Meeting for voter approval. 

3. Approve the minutes 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to approve the May 11, 
2020 minutes as amended. VOTE: 5-0. 

4. Approve the warrants 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve the warrants. 
VOTE: 5-0. 

6. Town Manager’s Report 

Town Manager Kara George noted that Melissa Stevens will be starting on May 26th as the new 
Town Clerk.  

The 4th of July Committee have officially canceled all summer events. A press release is going out 
to the public. The Committee is going to try some other contests for prizes. 

7. Public Comments 

Noreen Mullaney thanked the Town for removing the tarp at the condemned property on 
Beechwood Street.  

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to enter executive session at 
7:02 p.m. pursuant to MRS Title 1, Section 405 (6C) to discuss real estate property. VOTE: 5-
0. 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to exit executive session 
at 7:21 p.m. VOTE: 5-0 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to proceed negotiations 
with Avesta housing for the Thomaston Green. VOTE: 5-0 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to enter executive session 
at 7:28 p.m. pursuant to MRS Title 36, Section 841 (2), to review poverty abatement request 
#20-1. VOTE: 5-0. 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to exit executive session 
at 7:41 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

_______________________________           _________________________________ 
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 Chair Peter Lammert                                       Town Manager Kara George 


