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TOWN OF THOMASTON
July 2, 2020
Select Board Minutes

Public Present: Bill Wasson, Joanne Richards, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Noreen Mullaney,
Peggy McCrea, Peter McCrea, Daryl Hahn, Charlie Frattini, Nancy Wood, Cindy Bertocci,
Virginia Blanchard, and Mike Desimio.

Board Present: Chair Peter Lammert, Vice-Chair Sandy Moore, Lee-Ann Upham, Bill Hahn,
Diane Giese, Town Manager Kara George

The Select Board meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at the
Thomaston Municipal Building.

Public Hearing to review ordinance amendments to “Chapter 7 of the Land-Use: Article |
Zoning Regulations, Article Il General Standards of Performance, Article Ill Land
Subdivision, and Article IV Site-Plan Review” and “Chapter 10 of the Land Use,
Definitions.”

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to enter the Public Hearing
at 5:35 p.m. VOTE: 4-0 (Pete Lammert had not arrived yet.)

Vice-Chair Sandy Moore read emails of concern submitted by Andrew Josephs, Terry
McDevitt, Jon Eaton, and Ben Griffin. An additional letter was submitted by Daryl Hahn of the
Comprehensive Plan Committee. All letters were regarding the proposed Highway Commercial
District at the Old County Road/High Street area off Route 1.

Joanne Richards noted that the Highway Commercial District amendments were added back
into the document in error by Dave Martucci. The Planning Board removed the Highway
Commercial District language from the amendments. Additionally, the Solar Energy
amendments were removed.

Joanne Richards explained the brick-oven business of Jessica Shepard’s. The business
requires the install of an industrial kitchen. This type of business did not fall under any of the
land-use definitions. Further, it is not appropriate to do “spot zoning,” so the Planning Board
recommended to make the business a conditional use that would need approval.

Bill Hahn requested a map be supplied that shows the location of the business.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to exit public hearing at
6:11 p.m. VOTE: 5-0.

3A. Review for approval and signature the Annual Town Meeting Warrant for FY2020-
2021 to be voted on September 15, 2020.
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Nancy Wood inquired about the crematorium warrant article. Town Manager Kara George
explained that the exact language of the warrant article was drafted by the Town Attorney and
was agreed upon by Mike Hall’s attorney.

Sandy Moore asked if alternatives to Community Concepts had been researched. She also
asked if the Town could be looking at a contract beyond the first year and if hiring a part-time
employee would be better.

Charles Grover stated that other options had been looked at and that the Economic
Development Committee has been doing the work currently. The Town works with Midcoast
Economic Development District (MCEDD); however, MCEDD does not have the specific skill
set or time to invest in the Town.

Bill Hahn stated that contracting the position is better for the Town to terminate the position if it
does not work out. Town Manager Kara George noted that the contract is for $62,000 for a
year and $65,000 was put in the proposed budget to plan for additional expenses like mileage.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to have the Town cover
any additional postage for absentee ballots. VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to add “Select Board
Recommends” under the warrant articles. VOTE: 5-0

Charles Grover suggested adding how the Select Board and the Budget Committee voted on
the proposed budget under each warrant article for next year’'s budget.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to approve signing the
Town Meeting Warrant for September 15, 2020. VOTE: 5-0

3B. Review the Option to Purchase Real Estate Agreement as submitted by Pollution
Control Superintendent John Fancy.

John Fancy noted that the purchase agreement is for the purchase of 2 acres of land to the
east of the land at Pollution Control for the installation of solar panels. The purchase
agreement will not go into effect until the warrant article for the solar array project is approved
by the voters in September.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to authorize the Town
Manager to sign the purchase agreement. VOTE: 5-0

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Chair Peter Lammert Town Manager Kara George



