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Town of Thomaston 
Select Board Minutes 

July 13, 2020 
 

Executive Session 
 
ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to enter executive 
session at 5:09 p.m., pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (E), consultations between a body 
or agency and its attorney. VOTE: 5-0 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to exit executive 
session at 5:28 p.m.  

Regular Meeting 

BOARD PRESENT: Chair Peter Lammert, Vice-Chair Bill Hahn, Sandy Moore, Diane 
Giese, Lee-Ann Upham, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna 
Culbertson. 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Susan Devlin, Frank Devlin, Police Chief Tim Hoppe, Charles Grover, 
Joanne Richards, John Fancy, Jodell Benson, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Rene Dorr, Lynn 
Snow, Robert Snow, Nancy Wood, Rod Grindell, Peter Jenks. 

Chair Peter Lammert called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. in the Select Board Room. 

ACTION: The Breen Motion was made by Sandy Moore, seconded by Diane Giese to 
take the agenda out of order. VOTE: 5-0 

9A. Recognize Lee-Ann Upham for 34 years of dedication and service to the Town of 
Thomaston. 

Peter Lammert and Kara George presented Lee-Ann Upham a certificate and a Years of 
Service trophy for the many years she has served the Town of Thomaston. 

5. Adjustments to the agenda 

5A. Discuss the $18,965 contract award for the “Keep Maine Healthy 2020 Municipal 
COVID19 Awareness Campaign” per the request of Andrew Josephs and 
Selectperson Bill Hahn. 

Andrew Josephs informed the Select Board of the local health intervention that has 
partnered with the State of Maine. The State has awarded $13 million so far to different 
municipalities. Thomaston was awarded $18,965. Andrew is checking with the businesses 
to see what their needs are and how they are educating the public on COVID19 prevention. 
The amount of money requested can be amended during this process. The program ends at 
the end of October. The program can use someone already employed by the Town. A 
person would need to be contracted to do this. (For COVID-19 only). 
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ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to have Andrew Josephs contracted for this 
program for the Town of Thomaston. Seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE:  5-0. 

5B. Consider for approval the estimate of $10,580.00 submitted by Alley Electric & 
Electronics for the repair of a streetlight damaged by a motor vehicle accident on 
Main Street. 

ACTION: Motion made Bill Hahn to have Alley Electric replace the light. Seconded by 
Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0 

Diane Giese suggested that the Town seeks bids next time. 

5C. Consider for approval the estimate of $8,820 submitted by J.D. Miller 
Construction, LLC for the repair of the Watts Block building damaged by a motor 
vehicle accident. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0 

9D. Accept with regret the resignation of Joan Sanborn from the Planning Board. 

ACTION: Motion to accept with regret, the resignation of Joan Sanborn from the 
Planning Board made by Sandy Moore. Seconded by Lee-Ann Upham. VOTE: 5-0 

9E.  Set a Public Hearing date for the Town Meeting Secret Ballot Election. 

ACTION: Meeting set for August 19, 2020 at 6 p.m., motion made by Diane Giese, 
seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0 

9F. Move the second Select Board meeting in July to Wednesday, July 29 per the 
request of Town Manager Kara George. 

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese to Wednesday, July 29, seconded by Lee-Ann 
Upham. VOTE: 5-0 

9B. Discuss picnic tables for the Town Landing, Town Mall, and the Public Library 
per the request of Select Board member Diane Giese. 

Diane Giese had been contacted by several people regarding the condition of the picnic 
tables in various places in town. The picnic tables need to be replaced. The public landing 
has the worst tables. Having a building supervisor for Town facilities such as the bathrooms 
at the Public Landing was discussed. Chief Tim Hoppe said the police lock the bathrooms at 
9 p.m. and reopen them at 6 a.m. for the clammers.  

ACTION: A motion was made and seconded to have Brandon check the conditions of 
the picnic tables and get back to Kara on ideas for fixing. VOTE: 5-0 

9C. Consider approval of the request by the Episcopal Church of St. John Baptist to 
use the Thomaston Green on Sunday, August 2nd at 10 a.m. for a worship service and 
picnic. 
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ACTION: Motion made Bill Hahn to allow the use of the Thomaston Green for a 
worship service and a picnic on Sunday, August 2nd at 10 a.m. Seconded by Diane 
Giese. VOTE: 5-0 

8. Old Business: 

Diane Giese informed the Board of the 40-Days of Summer program at the Public Library. 
Lincoln County Health is assisting with meal preparation at a second kitchen in Warren. The 
program serves breakfast and lunch to children in our community. The program has been 
excellently received so far with the help of Kate Martin in preparing fresh foods like salads 
and fruits. 

3. Approve the minutes of June 8, 2020. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to approve June 8, 
2020 minutes. VOTE: 5-0 

4. Approve the warrants 

ACTION: Sandy Moore made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to approve the 
warrants. VOTE: 5-0 

6. Town Manager Report 

1)  Bill Wasson is coordinating with the State Fire Marshal’s Office to come do an inspection of 
the public entrance into the Police Department. The entry way is not ADA accessible and 
needs to be corrected to avoid any future compliance issues. 

2)   As of noon today, we had 455 absentee ballots issued. This is an exceptionally high number 
of absentee voters. Thank you to Joanne Richards, Mike Mayo, and Town Clerk Missy 
Stevens for all their hard work processing absentee ballots today. The Town Meeting 
Election ballot has been sent to  ES&S for printing. Absentee ballots should be available by 
August 17th for the September Election. Additionally, Elizabeth and I are building a 
temporary Town Meeting Election page on the Town website that will contain the budget, 
resources, and information for each warrant article on the ballot. Voting resources will also 
be available in binder-format to be available at the Town Office and the Public Library for 
those that do not have online access. We will also be sending out more information in the 
next newsletter.  

3)  Next Tuesday, July 21st the Planning Board has a site walk at the Pollution Control 
Department for the proposed solar array project. After the site walk, the meeting will resume 
at the Multi-Purpose Room. The Standing Municipal Facilities Committee has a meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, July 22nd at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. If you wish to attend, please 
email Zel Bowman-Laberge at zelbowman@gmail.com. 

4)  The company we contracted with for cleaning services for the Municipal Building has 
submitted a 2-week resignation. We will need to advertise the position or request bids. It is 
recommended that we find someone who is bonded and fully insured that can also clean the 
Police Department.  
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5)  Between Rene Dorr, Peter Lammert, Fire Department, and the prison workers, the new 

Thomaston Fire & EMS sign was completed today.  

6) Town employees had their monthly Safety and Department Head meeting this morning. The 
annual safety training for all employees is scheduled for Wednesday, October 7th at 2 p.m.  

 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to adjourn at 7 p.m. Seconded by Diane Giese. 
VOTE: 5-0 

 

 

______________________________                    ________________________________           

Chair Peter Lammert                                              Recording Secretary, Donna Culbertson 


