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TOWN OF THOMASTON
July 29, 2020
Select Board Minutes

Board Present: Peter Lammert, Sandy Moore, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Bill Hahn, Diane Giese,
Town Manager Kara George, Town Clerk Melissa Stevens

Public Present: Christine Simmonds, Brandon Allen, Chief Tim Hoppe, Charlie Grover, Joanne
Richards, John Fancy, Susan Devlin, Troy Crane & representative from Station 118, Zel Bowman-
Laberge’s family.

Executive Session:
Zel Bowman-Laberge and Peter Lammert were duly sworn-in to office.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to enter Executive Session at
5:32 p.m., pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A), to discuss a personnel matter. VOTE: 4-0-1
(Diane Giese abstained.)

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to exit Executive Session at 5:45
p.m. VOTE: 4-0-1 (Diane Giese abstained.)

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve the request
of the Public Library to make Caroline Ward-Nesbit’s position full-time including health
benefits and retirement. VOTE: 4-0-1 (Diane Giese abstained.)

The Select Board meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. in the Select Board Room at the
Thomaston Municipal Building. Zel Bowman-Laberge and Peter Lammert were sworn-in to
office for the public.

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS

Review the application of Station 118 for the consideration of an on-premises license to sell
Vinous, Malt Liquor, and Spirits at the property located at 118 Main Street as required by
Section 653 Title 28-A of the Maine Revised Statutes.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to enter Public Hearing at 6:04
p.m. VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to exit Public Hearing at 6:06
p.m. VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to approve the application. Seconded by Sandra Moore.
VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: The Breen motion was made by Peter Lammert to take the agenda out of order.
Seconded by Bill Hahn. Vote: 5-0.
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9B. Election of the new Chair and Vice-Chair of the Select Board
ACTION: Diane Giese nominated Bill Hahn as Chair. Motion not seconded; motion failed.

ACTION: Sandy Moore nominated Peter Lammert as Chair. Zel Bowman-Laberge seconded to
nominate Peter Lammert as Chair. VOTE: 3-0-2 (Peter Lammert and Diane Giese abstained.)

ACTION: Diane Giese nominated Bill Hahn as Vice-Chair. Seconded by Sandra Moore. VOTE 4-
0-1 (Bill Hahn abstained.)

9C. Review for approval the low paving bid of $113,960 for 1,480 Ton ($77.00 per ton) from
Performance Paving, as requested by Public Works Director Brandon Allen.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to approve. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0.

Brandon Allen stated that paving at the Thomaston Green is to begin a week from Monday due
to employees on vacations and hot weather.

Peter Lammert commented on the Thomaston Green and the great job Public Works is doing.

9D. Review the solar array project financials as submitted by Pollution Control
Superintendent John Fancy.

Pollution Control Superintendent John Fancy recognized Nancy Baker on the mural she painted
on the Thomaston Grocery building.

John Fancy recognized Susan Devlin’s assistance on the solar array financial information and
reviewed the document with the Select Board.

Susan Devlin asked to hold off sharing the document with the public until the Standing
Municipal Facilities Committee does a final review. The Select Board further discussed the
request.

Christine Simmonds of Village Soup asked what the next steps are for the Solar Array. John
Fancy advised the September 15, 2020 Town Meeting approval.

9E. Acceptance of Neil Krane’s resignation from the Watts Block Trustees.

ACTION: Motioned by Bill Hahn to accept the resignation of Neil Krane from the Watts Block
Trustees. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0.

9F. Consider approval of leasing space at the Watts Block building (former Police Department)
to Bruce Brandes for massage therapy services.

ACTION: Motioned by Diane Giese to accept leasing the space. Seconded by Zel Bowman-
Laberge. VOTE: 5-0
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9G. Consider authorization of expending $48,578 from the Capital Reserves Recycle Center
Funds (funds the Town received from PERC) towards the purchase of four (4) new compactors
at the OHSTT Co-op Transfer Station.

Town Manager Kara George stated she has been in touch with Walter Reitz from the Solid
Waste Board and has requested to meet Bruce Colson to discuss the upcoming renovation
project to the Co-op facility. Additionally, the Town has $364,122.38 set aside in funds for the
transfer station.

Peter Lammert inquired whether the Select Board can vote to expend the funds. Town
Manager Kara George said that MMA advises that the Board can vote, as the Board voted to
put the funds in reserve.

Zel Bowman-Laberge asked about the placement of the compactors and what type of building is
at the facility. Peter Lammert discussed the transfer station set-up.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to approve expending $48,578
towards the purchase of four (4) new compactors at the OHSTT Co-op. VOTE: 5-0.

4. Approve the Warrants.

ACTION: Motion to approve the warrants by Sandy Moore. Seconded by Diane Giese.
VOTE 5-0

6. Town Manager’s Report.

The Town received $8,512 in a dividend check from MMA as a result of its good loss and
experience and loss prevention program.

Julia Picard from MDOT sent an update on the Wadsworth Street Bridge land parcel that the
Town had inquired about last fall. The mapping has been completed and is now in the hands of
the appraiser. Julia Picard will follow up to see what the status is.

Next Wednesday, August 5%, the Town Office will be Closed for MOSES Registration Training in
the afternoon. MOSES is an online electronic system for Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife that includes hunting, fishing, ATVs, snowmobiles, and boats. Later in the
afternoon, High Tech will be reviewing the new phone system and the all the capabilities.
Department Heads are welcome to join as well.

Copies of the new draft Comprehensive Plan are available at the Town Office and the Town
website.

The Town is seeking another volunteer to work with Andrew Josephs and Bill Hahn on the
Covid-19 Awareness Campaign. The campaign includes educational outreach to the residents
and local businesses. Sandy Moore and Diane Giese are interested.
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Peter Lammert mentioned putting a screen up in Multi-Purpose Room. Diane Giese advised
that the Library has a couple of 16x10 movie screens that could be used.

Bill Hahn stated he would like to have an Executive Session with Kara George to hear from Kara
her thoughts for the future and what she would like to see done. An executive session date of
Thursday, August 6% at 5:00 p.m. was scheduled.

Diane Giese stated a Q & A workshop would be helpful. A workshop is to follow the executive
session on Thursday, August 6t at 6:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room.

Police Chief Hoppe advised that the new truck for the Police Department should be ready next
week.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to adjourn at 7:00 p.m. Seconded by Diane Giese.
Vote 5-0.

Chairman Peter Lammert Town Clerk Melissa Stevens



