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Town of Thomaston 
September 28, 2020 

Select Board Minutes 
 

Board Present: Chair Peter Lammert, Vice-Chair Bill Hahn, Diane Giese, Sandy Moore, Zel 
Bowman-Laberge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary, Donna Culbertson. 

Public: Joanne Richards, Hank Carey, Virginia Blanchard, Noreen Mullaney, Tony Leo, Susan 
Devlin, Frank Devlin, Bill Wasson, Rog Grindell, John Fancy, Tim Hoppe. 

Meeting called to order at 6 p.m. by Chair Peter Lammert. 

New Business: 

9A. Town Manager Kara George presented “The Spirit of America” award to Hank Carey 
for all his years of service to the Town of Thomaston. 

9B. Appointments for Boards, Committees and Trustees for 2020-2021. 

Academy Board of Trustees:  

ACTION: Motion by Zel Bowman-Laberge to appoint Diane Giese, Melissa Harjula and Chris 
Farthing to the Academy Board of Trustees. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 4-0-1. (Diane 
Giese abstained.) 

Library Board of Trustees: 

ACTION: Motion by Zel Bowman-Laberge to appoint Greg Hamlin and Marie Finnegan to the 
Library Board of Trustees. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 4-0-1. (Diane Giese abstained.)  

Watts Block Trustees: 

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese to appoint James Cuthbertson, Chris Hirsch, and 
Charles Grover to the Watts Block Board of Trustees. Seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge. 
VOTE: 5-0. 

Board of Appeals: 

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese to appoint Charles Grover to the Board of Appeals. 
Seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge. VOTE: 5-0.  

Budget Committee: 

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to appoint Susan Devlin and Kimberly 
Matthews to the Budget Committee. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0. 

Economic Development Committee: 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to appoint Diane Giese to the Economic Development 
Committee. Seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge. VOTE: 4-0-1. (Diane Giese abstained.)  
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Conservation Committee: Tabled 

Georges River Shellfish: Tabled 

Harbor Committee: Tabled 

Planning Board: 

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to appoint Charles Frattini and Kimberly 
Matthew to the Planning Board. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0. 

Recreation Committee: 

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese to appoint Kimberly Matthews to the Recreation 
Committee. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0.  

Personnel Committee: 

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to appoint Andrew Josephs to the Personnel 
Committee. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0. 

9C. Consider Select Board appointments. 2020-2021 

Comprehensive Plan/Ad-Hoc: 

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to appoint Diane Giese to the Comprehensive 
Plan Committee. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn and seconded by Zel-Bowman Laberge to appoint Select 
Board representatives to the following Boards and Committees: VOTE: 5-0 

1. Cemetery Trustees: Peter Lammert, Bill Hahn, Sandy Moore, Zel Bowman-Laberge, 
and Diane Giese 

2. Watts Block Trustees: Bill Hahn 
3. Conservation Commission: Sandy Moore 
4. Economic Development Committee: Bill Hahn 
5. Georges River Inter-local Clam Management: Bill Hahn 
6. Maine Water Company Advisory: Peter Lammert 
7. Mid-coast Economic Development District: Bill Hahn 
8. OHSTT Solid Waste Transfer Station Board: Zel Bowman-Laberge and Ron Porter 
9. Municipal Facilities Committee: Peter Lammert and Bill Hahn 
10. Personnel Committee: Sandy Moore and Zel Bowman-Laberge 

9D. Consider Annual Appointments of Municipal Officers and Town Manager 
appointments. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to appoint municipal officers for 
2020-2021. VOTE: 5-0 

9D. Consider annual Town Manager Appointments. 
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ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to confirm the annual town 
manager appointments for 2020-2021. VOTE: 5-0 

9E. Tony Leo appointed to Public Works. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to confirm the appointment of 
Tony Leo as a full-time employee of Thomaston Public Works.  
VOTE: 5-0. 

9F. Weeds located at 43 Beechwood Street. 

The noxious weeds are located on the right of way of the Town. Code Enforcement Officer Bill 
Wasson will speak with the property owner.  

9G. Request of Chris Crosman to place American Flags on the Thomaston Green for 
people that passed due to COVID19. 

No discussion or action made at this time. 

9H. Workshop date to discuss the voting results of the Thomaston Green. 

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore to hold a workshop on October 7th at 6 p.m. to discuss 
the Thomaston Green and the future development. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0. 

9I. Sundog Solar requesting 30% deposit for Solar Array Project. 

Peter Lammert asked where the money is coming from for the deposit. Bill Hahn stated we 
should have the liability bond in hand from Sundog prior to payment. John Fancy is working 
with Dan Pittman of Eaton and Peabody on the application for interim financing/construction 
loan. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to make the 30% deposit for the Solar Array Project. 
Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0. 

9J. Town Manager to sign Dirigo Engineering proposal for engineering services on the 
Beechwood St. Culvert Replacement. 

The State of Maine will be awarding $95,000 to $125,000 in grants this year for culvert 
replacements. 

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese to authorize the Town Manager to sign the proposal for 
Dirigo Engineering. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0. 

9K. Select Board meeting reschedule. 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn. Seconded by Diane Giese to move the Monday, October 
12th meeting to Wednesday, October 14th due to the holiday. VOTE: 5-0. 

9L. Joint Workshop with the Comprehensive Plan Committee to discuss future roles. 
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ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to set the joint workshop meeting for October 
14th at 5 p.m. Seconded by Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0. 

9M. LRAP Certification (Local Road Assistance Program). 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to sign the LRAP Assistance Program. Seconded by 
Diane Giese. VOTE: 5-0. 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

Bill Hahn informed the Board that an ADA compliant bathroom at the Moondance (Watts 
Block) location will be installed at a cost of approximately $8,000. Money will come from 
monies left over from last year’s budget. 

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese. Seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to complete the 
bathroom at the Watts Block building. VOTE: 5-0. 

Bill Hahn informed the Board that the last two parking spaces by Watts Block will be reserved 
with signs for Watts Block use only. 

No Action taken. 

Sandy Moore informed the Board that Lowe’s had donated 10 picnic tables to the Town to 
replace the old ones at the Main Street Mall. 

October 10th there will be several different bands playing on the Thomaston Green from 11:30 
to 1:30 for the public to enjoy. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Rene Dorr, Director of the Recreation Department talked about the Little League fields and 
how many people are walking their dogs on the field and not cleaning up dog poop. 
Suggestions were for signs to be posted and the field be monitored as best as possible. This is 
also a health issue. 

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore. Seconded by Diane Giese to place signs and monitor 
the fields for offenders. VOTE: 5-0. 

4. Approve the Warrants 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to approve the warrants. Seconded by Diane Giese to 
approve. VOTE: 5-0. 

6. Town Manager Report. (Please see attached.) 

 

 

_______________________________       ________________________________ 

Chair Peter Lammert                             Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson 


