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TOWN OF THOMASTON 

November 9, 2020 
Select Board Minutes 

 

Board Present: Chair Peter Lammert, Vice-Chair Bill Hahn, Sandy Moore, Diane Giese, Zel 
Bowman-Laberge and Town Manager Kara George 

Public Present: David Martucci and Poverty Abatement Requester for #20-2 

The Select Board meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. via Zoom. 

Executive Session:  

ACTION: A motion was made and seconded to enter executive session at 4:35 p.m. 
pursuant to Title 1, MRSA Section 405 (6) (C), to review poverty abatement request #20-
2. VOTE: 5-0 

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to exit executive session 
at 4:48 p.m. VOTE: 5-0 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to postpone 
determination poverty abatement request #20-2 until the Select Board receives more 
information. VOTE: 5-0 

Comprehensive Plan Committee & Select Board Joint Workshop at 5 p.m. 

Public Present: Jeanne Short, Jon Eaton, John Fancy, Daryl Hahn, Ben Griffin, Sue Howard, 
Peggy McCrea, Peter McCrea, Terry McDevitt and Andrew Josephs 

The Comprehensive Plan Committee gave a brief overview of the newest Comprehensive 
Plan. Members discussed the continued involvement of the Committee with implementing the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Committee is also meeting with the Planning Board to offer 
Comprehensive Plan support. 

Peggy McCrea recommended that the next Comprehensive Plan is drafted after the 
completion of the U.S. Census for data purposes.  

Discussion continued regarding various proposed projects in the Comprehensive Plan. The 
Comprehensive Plan Committee requested an additional follow-up meeting in the future. 

Regular Select Board Meeting at 6 p.m. 

Public Present: John Fancy, Cindy Lang, Sue Howard, Christine Simmonds 

ACTION: Bill Hahn made the Breen motion, seconded by Diane Giese to take the agenda 
out of order. VOTE: 5-0 

5. Agenda Adjustment to discuss hiring an abatement company to remove asbestos in 
the boiler room of the Thomaston Municipal Building. 
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Town Manager Kara George presented four (4) proposals from abatement companies to 
remove asbestos from the boiler room:  

Lakeside Concrete Cutting & Abatement Professionals- Westbrook, ME              $6,925  
(with Public Works doing the removal of everything except the asbestos) 

Octagon Cleaning & Restoration- Windham, ME                                                   $8,900 

Acadia Contractors, LLC Turner, ME                                                                  $16,750 

Atlantic Environmental Contractors, LLC- Lewiston, ME                                        $12,800 

Kara George stated that she and Rene Dorr talked to Darryl Townsend from Rockcoast 
Plumbing and Heating. Darryl Townsend needs to know whether the asbestos will be removed 
or not to determine which direction to go installing the new piping for the boilers. When asked 
about price, Darryl said the install would cost the same for the boilers whether we keep the 
asbestos or remove it.  

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to install the 1st boiler, 
remove the asbestos, and install the 2nd boiler within one month. The Town Manager is 
to evaluate abatement company proposals and move forward with the install of the 
boilers and removal of asbestos. VOTE: 5-0 

9C. Set a date for a traffic workshop, as discussed at the last Select Board Meeting. 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to schedule the traffic 
workshop for Monday, December 14th at 5 p.m. VOTE: 5-0 

9B. Discuss how Select Board meetings are to be held going forward and conduct of 
public participation. 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to limit public participation 
to a 3-minute conversation rule and to continue to hold Select Board meetings via 
Zoom. Zoom meetings will continue to be reassessed at each future meeting. VOTE: 5-0 

10A. Discuss creating a Thomaston Green Task Force per the request of Select Board 
Member Zel Bowman-Laberge. 

Town Manager Kara George presented an outline of future steps for the Thomaston Green:    
1) Inspection and Appraisal 2) Create a directive 3) Appoint members to the Task Force 4) 
Recommendations to the Select Board for voter approval. 

Resident Susan Howard inquired if the Task Force would be determining the future of the 
Thomaston Green. Resident Sumner Kinney stated that the voters approved developing the 
Green years ago when the Town obtained the property from the Prison.  

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to have Zel 
Bowman-Laberge and the Town Manager put together a directive for the Thomaston 
Green Task Force. VOTE: 5-0 
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10B. Consider appointing J.T. O’Hare as EMA Director and Amy Drinkwater as Alternate 
EMA Director.  

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to appoint J.T. O’Hare as 
EMA Director and Amy Drinkwater as Alternate EMA Director. VOTE: 5-0 

9A. Consider the following reappointments to the Harbor Committee: John Snyder, Patti 
Spaulding, Robert Armstrong, and Nancy Armstrong (tabled on 9/28/2020). 

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to approve all Harbor 
Committee appointments. VOTE: 5-0 

3. Approve the Minutes of July 13, 2020 

ACTION: Diane Giese made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the July 13, 
2020 minutes as amended. VOTE: 4-0-1 (Zel Bowman-Laberge abstained.) 

4. Approve the warrants 

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to approve the 
warrants. VOTE: 5-0 

7. Town Boards & Committees Updates 

Zel Bowman-Laberge updated the Select Board on the OHSTT Transfer Station. The Board 
discussed the upcoming renovation and financing of the project. The next OHSTT Solid Waste 
Board meeting is November 19th at 6 p.m.    

Sandy Moore updated the Select Board on the activities of the Conservation Commission. The 
Commission is starting a Garden Club Sub-Committee with about 7-8 interested members. 
The Commission is also assisting the Harbor Committee with future plans of the Kiln Parcel on 
Wadsworth Street. Other plans include expansion of the Town Forest Trails.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ________________________________ 

Chair Peter Lammert                                          Town Manager Kara George 


