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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes

February 28, 2022

EXECUTIVE SESSION 5:30 p.m.
Pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6D), to discuss union negotiations.

ACTION: Pete Lammert made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to enter
executive session at 5:35 p.m., pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6D), to discuss
union negotiations. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: A motion was made and seconded to exit executive session at 5:59 p.m.
VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Pete Lammert to counteroffer 3%
no retro, 4%, and 4% and a $750 signing bonus to the Teamsters Union.
VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Pete Lammert to
discuss premium pay for other town employees once the Teamsters Union
contract is finalized. VOTE: 5-0

REGULAR MEETING 6:00 PM

The meeting started in the Lura Libby Room with a ceremony for Tony Leo on his
promotion to Assistant Fire Chief.

PUBLIC HEARING:

To hear Public Comment on the Select Board adopting the Remote Participation Policy,
pursuant to MRS Title 1, Chapter 13, §403B.

Chair Diane Giese explained what the Remote Participation Policy entailed.

ACTION: Motion to go into Public Hearing at 7:18 p.m. made by Bill Hahn.
Seconded by Pete Lammert VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert to exit public hearing at 7:25 p.m.,
seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Motion made my Zel Bowman Laberge to adopt the Remote Participation
Policy. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 4-1 (Pete Lammert opposed.)

9. OLD BUSINESS

A. Discuss the grant for the 2022 Mill River Multiuse Pathway through Maine
Department of Transportation (MDOT).
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John Fancy has been working on this project. The Park and Trail Masterplan is not
available yet. The major goal is to have a village pathway thru the village at Thomaston
Green to Mill River crossing point. This will extend the path into Thomaston and South
Thomaston. There are walking trails at least halfway there now. MDOT would like to
participate with the Town of Thomaston on this project. It will be May or June before
MDOT receives the funding. The design work will happen in the Fall. There is
approximately $20,000 for sidewalks in the budget. This would fall under next year’s
budget.

Jon Eaton stated that he helped write this grant. It is for work on the town trails. The
Comprehensive Plan called for extending the trails. Thomaston is known for its walking
trails. State funding is approximately $72,000 with the Town’s portion of $18,000.
Engineering and design will answer many questions. Tax Increment Financing funds
may also be available.

Discussion continued regarding the safety, design, and location of said sidewalks.

John Fancy stated that sidewalk shown was designed by MDOT across Mill River and
up the west side of Route 131.

Sandy Moore asked what the Town is paying for.

John Fancy said this project is the same deal as Main Street. MDOT paid for all the
sidewalks. The Town paid 20% and MDOT paid 80%. The estimate maker tool projects
the whole project costing less than $500,000 with the Town’s portion being $100,000 or
less. The sidewalks must be ADA Compliant and be 10 feet wide. A guard rail must be
installed.

Zel Bowman-Laberge stated that the Town should submit the application and use TIF
money for the project.

Bill Hahn — Behind Dragon Cement would be an ideal spot for a pathway that could go
all the way to Rockland. There are a lot of sidewalks in Town that should get some
attention also including Knox Street and Wadsworth Street.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to have the $18,000 come from
the Economic Development Fund but not to commit to the project yet. Seconded
by Diane Giese. VOTE: 3-2 (Sandy Moore and Pete Lammert opposed.)

B. Discuss the Code of Ethics that was adopted by the Select Board on December 13,
2021.

Chair Diane Giese stated that the Code of Ethics was developed to remind people to be
decent and kind during a meeting.

Joanne Richards stated on March 15, 2022, the Planning Board will adopt the Code of
Ethics.

8. NEW BUSINESS
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B. Accept with regret the resignations of Patricia Smith and Sarah Robertson from the
Thomaston Historic Research Group and Jane Weintraub from the Economic
Development Committee.

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore to accept with regret the resignations of
Patricia Smith, Sarah Robertson, and Jane Weintraub. Seconded by Zel Bowman-
Laberge. VOTE: 4-0.

C. Consider approval of road postings for; Ashland Dr., Beechwood-Dunbar to the
Warren town line, Bobolink Ln., Fish St. — Main St. to Thatcher St — Knox St. to Fish St.,
Ridgeview Dr., Sunrise Terr., Thomaston Street-Buttermilk Ln to Rockland town line,
West Meadow Road) Old County to the Rockland town line per the recommendation of
Public Works Director Brandon Allen.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn to accept the recommendation from Public
Works Director Brandon Allen on the above listed road postings. Seconded by
Pete Lammert. VOTE: 5-0.

SELECT BOARD AGENDA ADJUSTMENT

A) Confirm the appointment of Chris Hansen as Harbormaster as recommended by the
Harbor Committee and the Town Manager.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Sandy Moore to appoint
Chris Hansen as the Town of Thomaston Harbormaster. VOTE: 5-0.

B) Discuss a digital town community board.

Chair Diane Giese suggested this matter be tabled for now. Request for Proposals are
needed. No location has been decided.

Frank Devlin stated he thought this would be a big distraction for drivers, trying to read
the sign and drive.

Susan Devlin noted that if it were placed on Main Street that would include the Historic
District of Thomaston where such a sign is not allowed.

Zel Bowman LaBerge suggested a Solar Sign.
Planning Board Chair Joanne Richards stated that this type of sign is prohibited in all
districts except the Highway Commercial, which is by Walmart and the east end of

Thomaston.

Jon Eaton suggested locating the sign where the old Georges Valley High School sign
was but that is now private property.

Pete Lammert suggested the Select Board work with the Planning Board on this.
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7. Town Boards and Committees Update

Zel Bowman-Laberge gave an update on the construction project at the Transfer
Station. They are currently working on the budget. Some areas of the project may not
be done until next year. They are changing from calendar year to fiscal year to align
with the town budgets. There will be a June vote for the amendment to the local
agreement.

Sandy Moore suggested that we add a link on the Town website to get information
about the Brown Tail Moth. There are currently pamphlets in the lobby of the Town
Office.

C. Accept into Record the citizen’s petition to “permanently dedicate the 15.6-acre
parcel known as Thomaston Green for use as a public park for recreational and
community events and related Infrastructure.

This citizen petition will need to go to the voters.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert to accept into Record the Citizen’s
Petition. Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion to adjourn made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Bill
Hahn. VOTE: 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Chair Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



