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Town of Thomaston 

Select Board Minutes 

March 14, 2022 

 

Board Present: Chair Diane Giese, Co-Chair Pete Lammert, Bill Hahn, Zel Bowman-
Laberge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson. 
Absent: Sandy Moore 
 
Public Present: Frank Devlin, Susan Devlin, Doug Erickson, Joanne Richards, John 
Fancy, Will Eustis, Mandy Everett, Bill Wasson, Rene Dorr. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 5:00 pm 

Pursaunt to LRS Title 35, Chapter 105 .§803 to  review proverty abatement request 
#22-1 

ACTION: Cancelled by taxpayer. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 6:00 PM 

Meeting called to order by Chair Diane Giese at 6:00 PM 

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert to accept the Breen Motion. Seconded by Zel 
Bowman Laberge to take the agenda out of order. 

VOTE: 5-0. 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

     C. Review the sidewalk study as requested by Brandon Allen and John Fancy. 

John Fancy presented to the Board, various sidewalks that are either in need of repair 
and also a list of streets that need  to have sidewalks built that currently have nothing. 
The sidewalk on Knox Street is at least 100 years old. Dangerous in spots. Hyler Street 
needs to have a sidewalk built and as as Roxbury and the Mall Road. In 2008 the Town 
replaced 30,000 ft of sidewalk. In 2022 it will be 38,000 feet. On Water Street the road 
needs to be rebuilt before the sidewalk can be. John stated he believes there may be 
money available thru the MDOT for the Knox Street project. Zel Bowman-Laberge 
asked about having a crosswalk placed at the entrance to Walmart on Rte. 1. Public 
Works Director Brandon Allen stated the best time for such projects for his department 
would be Spring or Fall.  

A workshop will be held on April 11 at 4PM. 

     D. Discuss public transportation per the request of Diane Giese. 
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A flyer that was from the Town of St. George showed a program they are offering. 
Diane’s thought was maybe someone in Thomaston would take the initiative and set up 
something similar for the citizens of Thomaston.  

     E. Discuss streaming services and audio for public meetings. 

The audio is hard to hear when the heating system is on or the air in the summer. More 
microphone’s may be needed. It was suggested that audio and video be added to the 
Lura Libby Room. TownHall Streams told the Town Manager that the ceilings in the 
Lura Libby Room were too high and that the audio would be terrible. Kara will contact 
him again and do a test on the system to see how well the microphones in the select 
board room are working. 

 

     F. Consider the Annual Report Dedication-(suggested: First Responders 
Dedication and  Muriel Pinkham Memorial) 

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn. Seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to dedicate the 
Town of Thomaston Annual Report for 2022 to the First Responders and to have a 
Muriel Pinkham Memorial Page. 

VOTE: 4-0. 

 

A. Consider the appointment of Chris Hansen as Sergeant and the reappointment 
of Caroline Ward-Nesbit as Head Librarian. 

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman Laberge. Seconded by Pete Lammert to appoint 
Chris Hansen as the Sergeant and reappoint Caroline Ward-Nesbit as Head Librarian. 

VOTE: 4-0. 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

     A. Discuss a digital community sign per the request of Diane Giese. 

Discussion was held about the placement of a digital community sign and where it could 
be placed to best suit the community for informing them about meetings, events, etc. 

Planning Board Chair Joanne Richards reminded the Board that such a sign could only 
be placed in the Highway Commercial Zone. 

No further discussion at this time. 

     3. Approve the minutes of February 14, 2022. 

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve the minutes s amended. 
Seconded by Bill Hahn. 
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Amendment: Page 4- Sandy Moore gave an update on the acquisition of the “Kiln” 
Property located at 83 Wadsworth St. 
 
VOTE: 4-0. 
 
     4. Approve the warrants. 
 
ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve the warrants. Seconded by 
Bill Hahn. 
 
VOTE: 4-0. 
 
     6. Town Managers Report. (see attached). 
 
     7. Town Boards and Committees Update. 
 
Rene Dorr-Recreation Dept. updated the Board on clinics, summer camps with the 
YMCA, and the local senior trips. During COVID it was very difficult to keep activities 
going. All senior trips were cancelled. Hopefully this year will be better. 
 
Doug Erickson-Budget Committee. 
 
Chair Doug Erickson requested the Board expand the items that the Budget Committee 
should be involved in with regards to the revenues and expenses that the Town has. He 
felt that the Budget Committee should have been more involved with the ARPA funds 
Disbursement. He also requested that the Board (in the future) give them the 
opportunity to help in the process. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:30 made by Bill Hahn. Seconded by Zel Bowman-Larberge. 
VOTE: 4-0. 
 
 
_____________________________     ________________________________ 
Chair Diane Giese                               Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson 
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