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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes
May 9, 2022

Board Present: Chair Diane Giese, Vice-Chair Pete Lammert, Bill Hahn, Sandy Moore,
Zel Bowman-Laberge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna
Culbertson.

Public Present. Amy Drinkwater, EMS, Mikial Mazzeo Fire Chief, John Fancy, Tim
Hoppe, Brandon Allen, Anson Norton,

Meeting called to order at 6pm by Chair Diane Giese.
2. PUBLIC HEARING:
To hear comments on the following items:

A. The renewal of the Retail Marijuana License Application of Green Alien Cannabis
Company, located at 155 Ne County Road, Thomaston, Maine, pursuant to Thomaston
Ordinances, Chapter 7, Land Use, Section 716.16.7.3.

Motion to go into Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert. Vote
5-0

Motion to come out of Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore.
Vote 5-0.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to approve the
Retail Marijuana License Application of Green Alien Cannabis Company. Vote: 5-
0.

B. Review the Extension of License Privileges for an On-Premises Establishment
Application of Doug’'s Seafood, Inc. for the consideration of an on-premises license to
sell Malt Liquor, Wine, and Spirits at the property located at 444 Main Street as required
by Section 653 Title 28-A of the Maine Revised Statutes.

Motion to go into Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert. Vote
5-0.

Motion to come out of Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert.
Vote: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion to approve the Extension of License Privileges for Doug’s
Seafood made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert. Vote: 5-0.

C. ARPA Premium Bonus Pay for municipal employees from ARPA funds ( American
Rescue Plan Act) for a total expenditure of $10,495.88.

Motion to go into Public Hearing made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Pete
Lammert. Vote: 5-0.
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Motion to come out of Public Hearing made by Diane Giese, seconded by Pete
Lammert. Vote: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion to approve the expenditure of ARPA funds for municipal
employees made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore, VOTE: 5-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Discuss the regionalization of Fire/EMS services per the request of Zel
Bowman-Laberge.

Amy Drinkwater Thomaston EMS and Mikial Mazzeo Fire Chief were present for this
discussion. Knox County Commissioners has hired a consultant to try and establish
some kind of a regional effort. Amy Drinkwater stated that the approach would be to
model in with another town and share costs. There is no money savings. Fewer chiefs
would be needed. One problem would be the placement of people and where. Camden,
Rockland, Thomaston, Belfast — each town wants something different. There is a lot of
different aspects to regionalization and many levels of how to run such a program. The
towns would certainly lose local control. Sub-stations? in some ways it could be
beneficial but if it is only for the reason of saving money..not such a good idea.

B. Consider for approval the request of Jane Karker to close High Street to
thru traffic on Saturday, August 27" from 9AM to 5PM for the Maine Authors
Book Festival.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve
the request of Jane Karker to close High Street on August 27% for the Maine
Authors Book Festival. VOTE: 5-0.

C. Review for approval the FY23 Pollution Control Department Budget.

John Fancy informed the Board of projects for the upcoming budget. Solar panels on
the garage roof. Cleaning and inspecting several sewer lines. Spray field upgrades
needed.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
approve the FY23 Pollution Control Budget. VOTE: 5-0.

D. Review USDOT funding opportunities per the request of John Fancy.

John Fancy informed the Board of a few programs that are being offered thru the
Federal Grant Program in Washington, DC. “Safe Streets for All". It would be an 80/20
match. The concerns are that they are still in the process of writing the rules. Approx. 20
million per State? Maine is also doing a program for future climate changes. Maine
Infrastructure Adaption Fund. Design funds would be paid 95% . Water Street is very low
to the water. if the sea level rises above 4 feet, it is under water. $75,000 to design.
Cost to town would be $3750. Knox County has flood maps that could help with the
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study. Sandy Moore suggested the Town look into a DOT grant along with the
Community Resilient Parinerships and also have a complete engineering review for
Water Street.

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese, seconded by Bill Hahn to look into funding
opportunities. VOTE: 5-0.

E. Consider for approval the amended Fee Schedule for the Code Enforcement
Office.

Mandy Everett, CEO stated the market study shows the Town should have at least a
25% margin on fees. Our fees are very low and they need to be updated.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the
amended fee schedule for the Thomaston Code Enforcement Office. VOTE: 5-0.

F. Discuss flashing speed signs and lights for traffic/pedestrian safety per the
Request of Zel Bowman-Laberge.

The possibility of a flashing sign by Thomaston Grocery was discussed. MDOT has
been contacted. The sign would have to be placed on a non-MDOT street. Beechwood
and Knox would be the 2. A permanent flashing sign for Thomaston is not justifiable
according to MDOT.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Bill Hahn to have
the towns sign on Beechwood Street and other locations picked by Chief Tim
Hoppe.

VOTE: 5-0.

G. Discuss community and public art projects in Thomaston per the request
of Zel Bowman-Laberge.

A discussion was held on having various artists for a public event. A Paint Thomaston
Day. Funding could possibly come the Economic Development Fund for such a project.
The group of interested parties will meet again to discuss this at a future date.

H. Discuss the CDS Watts Hall grant application per the request of Bill Hahn.

Watts Hall needs to replace the heating system. The old pipes are causing rust to clog
the pump in the basement. It has been replaced several times. A conversion of the
whole building to_heat pumps. Split the system downstairs. Estimated cost approx..
$300,000. An application has been sent to the Congressional office of Senator Susan
Collins. Also notify her office that we have a match for funding. 9-10 months decision on
CDS grant. Currently $14,000 would come from the Non-TIF for design and then
reimburse when we have the funding.
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ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to move ahead
with the process. VOTE: 5-0.

Approve the minutes of; December 13, 21. January 24, February 28, March 14 and
April 6.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the
minutes as amended. VOTE: 5-0.

Approve the Warrants

ACTION: Motion to approve the warrants made by Pete Lammert, Seconded by
Zel Bowman-Laberge. VOTE: 5-0.

AGENDA ADJUSTMENT:

Review for approval up to an additional $15,000 from the Academy Reserve to
complete the bell tower repair.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve additional
funding for the Bell Tower. VOTE: 5-0.

Zel Bowman-Laberge updated the Board with the progress at the Transfer Station. They
are in preconstruction mode.

Bill Hahn updated the Board on the Upper Bay of the St. George River has been
upgraded and the clammers can now start digging in the upper river.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Chair, Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



