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Town of Thomaston
Select Board
Minutes

July 25, 2022

EXECUTIVE SESSION 5PM
Pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A) to review a personnel matter.

ACTION: Pete Lammert made a motion, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
enter executive session at 5:02 p.m. pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A) to review a
personnel matter. VOTE: 4-0 (Bill Hahn absent)

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to exit
executive session at 6 p.m. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve
Kara George and John Fancy to pursue the Constellation contract for electricity.
VOTE: 5-0

REGULAR MEETING 6 PM

Board Present: Chair Diane Giese, Bill Hahn, Pete Lammert, Sandy Moore, Zel
Bowman-LaBerge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna
Culbertson.

Public Present: Anson Norton, Kim Matthews, Brandon Allen, Tim Hoppe, John Fancy,
Susan Devlin.

Meeting called to order at 6pm by Chair Diane Giese.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert to accept the Breen Motion. Seconded by
Bill Hahn to take the agenda out of order. VOTE: 5-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS
A. Election of Select Board Officers

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to appoint Diane Giese as Chair.
VOTE: 3-1-1. (Sandy Moore opposed, Pete Lammert abstained)

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to appoint Bill Hahn as Vice-
Chair. VOTE: 4-0-1. (Pete abstained)

A question was raised by Susan Devlin as to why some of the Select Board members
had not signed the Code of Ethics.
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ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Pete Lammert to review the code
of ethics in the future. VOTE: 5-0

B. Consider the following appointments:

1) Kathy Derene of 67 Wadswaorth Street to the Budget Committee and the Academy
Board of Trustees. (Tabled)

2) Claudia Rosti of 65 Sunrise Terrace to the Planning Board.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to appoint Claudi
Rosti to the Planning Board. VOTE: 5-0.

C. Review the Community Resilience Partnership and schedule a public workshop date
per the request of John Fancy.

The program has a fair amount of money for projects that are hardships facing the
municipalities. There is a list of community actions for each municipality to qualify. A
workshop has been scheduled for September 14t at 6:00 pm.

D. Discuss the request of Larry Butler of 31 Water Street for a 3-way stop signs at
Green Street and Water St.

Larry Butler sent a letter fo the Town Manager requesting a 3-way stop be placed at
Green and Water Streets.

Sandy Moore stated she lives on Green Street. Very often people will speed up the hill
and down. She did not think a 3-way stop would soive the problem. Police Chief Tim
Hoppe suggested parking on both sides would narrow the street and slow people down.

When the Water Street sewer project takes place, and the sidewalk is addressed, this
should slow people and make it safer for walkers. Tim and Brandon will observe and
report back in approximately two weeks. Tim also suggested to have a temporary
summer speed bump with signage letting people know they are approaching a speed
bump. Pete Lammert also stated that the speeding needs to be addressed on Erin and
Thatcher Streets.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to table
the discussion for now. VOTE: 5-0.

E. Consider for approval the Economic Develocpment Committee’s process
recommendation for the Thomaston Green.

Charlie Grover addressed the Board on the Thomaston Green project. A productive
series of meetings is needed. A broad group of citizens needed for different ideas and
suggestions. It needs to be highly advertised. Sandy Moore asked if these meetings
would include the Parks and Trails. Zel stated that a Task Force Group was voted out
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and she is confused on what group is doing what? At least three workshops are
needed. Town Manager Kara George was asked to investigate several facilitators.
Peggy McCrea asked how to mesh all the ideas for people to work together.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to accept the
recommendations to work with a facilitator for the Thomaston Green workshops.
VOTE: 5-0.

F. Consider the following nominations for MMA Vice-President and Executive
Committee Members.

Vice-President Diane Himes, Executive Committee Ivan McPike, Executive Committee
Philip Crowell, and Executive Committee Anthony Ward.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
vote for all nominations. VOTE: 5-0.

G. Review for approval a letter of support for the Georges River Federal Navigation
Project.

John Fancy gave a brief explanation of the project. Town Manager Kara George was
asked to write a letter of support.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to write a
letter of support. VOTE: 5-0.

H. Vote to expend $8,700 from the Municipal Facilities Reserve to repair brick work on
the Watts Block building.

The bricks out on the back of the building are coming apart. Susan Devlin raised the
question if the Watts Block was becoming self-supporting. A meeting needs to be held
with the Budget Committee to make sure the building is on track. Town Manager Kara
George was requested to get the budget information together.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Diane Giese to repair the
brickwork at Watts Block.

VOTE :5-0.

I. Schedule a Housing Workshop per the request of Diane Giese.

A workshop has been scheduled for August 17, 2022 with Merrill & Andrew from Maine
Working Homes.

SELECT BOARD MEETING ADJUSTMENTS:
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A. Recognize Nadine Smith for the donation of land known as the Sawyer Pond and
Recreation Lot to the Town.

A Thank you letter will be sent to the Nadine Smith for the donation.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to accept the land donation,
seconded by Pete Lammert. VOTE: 5-0.

B. Consider authorizing the Town Manager to sign the MDOT Agreement for the Mill
River Park sidewalk Project.

This was tabled for a later date.
3. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF: April 25, 2022.

ACTION: Motion to approve the minutes made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Bill
Hahn. VOTE: 5-0.

4. APPROVE THE WARRANTS

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve the
warrants. VOTE: 5-0.

6. TOWN MANAGERS REPORT (see attached)
OTHER BUSINESS

The Board scheduled a workshop for September 26 at 5 p.m. to review the Watts
Block budget.

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to
schedule a Parks & Trails Masterplan workshop. VOTE: 5-0.

Motion to adjourn at 7:38 pm.

Chair Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



