Diane Giese — Zel Bowman-Laberge- Sandy Moore- Bill Hahn - Peter Lammert

SELECT BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2022
REGULAR MEETING: 6:00 P.M.
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO FOLLOW

IN-PERSON AT 13 VALLEY STREET

LIVE STREAMING AVAILABLE ON THE TOWN WEBSITE OR BY VISITING:

CAN'T ATTEND A MEETING? PLEASE SUBMIT QUESTIONS/CONCERNS TO THE TOWN MANAGER AT:
kgeorge@thomastonmaine.gov

5:30 PM Mike Janczura Recognition( Retiring 28 years of service)

REGULAR MEETING 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

3. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF: May 9, 2022
4. APPROVE THE WARRANTS

5. ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA

6. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT

7. TOWN BOARDS & COMMITTEES UPDATE
8. PUBLIC COMMENTS

9. OLD BUSINESS

A. Consider the appointment of Kathy Derene to the Budget Committee and the Academy Board
Of Trustees (tabled from July 25, 2022).

8. Updates on the MDOT Mill River sidewalk agreement and considering authorizing the Town
Manager to sign said agreement.




l10.

11.

12,

C. Discuss the 3-way stop sign at Green & Water Street as tabled on July 25, 2022,

D. Discuss the Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons {RRFB) for sidewalks and crosswalks.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consider the process for naming the former Kiln Parcel as submitted by Peggy McCrea.

B. Review for appointment of FY23 incumbents to town boards and committee’s. (See attached).

C. Consider the request of Virginia Stopper of Dunn St to reduce the speed and place 15 miles
per hour signs on Dunn Street and any other small width roads in Town.

D. Consider the request of Pete Lammert to place 15 mile per hour signs on Dwight and Elm
Streets.

E. Discuss the feasibility and the location of a toddler playground in the Town of Thomaston
Per the request of Zel Bowman-Laberge.

ADJOURN
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO FOLLOW
Pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A) to review a personnel matter.

1) Personnel Matter-Police
2) Personnel Matter-CEO

Upcoming Dates:

Monday, August 8 4:30 p.m. Fire/EMS Building Committee

Monday, August 8 5:30 p.m. Mike Janczura Recognition{Selectboard Room)

6 p.m. Select Board Meeting

Tuesday, August 16 6 p.m. Planning Board

Wednesday, August 17 9 a.m. Watts Block Trustees

Thursday, August 18 9 a.m. Economic Development Committee
Monday, August 22 6 p.m. Select Board Meeting

Thursday, August 25 5:30 p.m. Recreation Committee

Monday, August 27 6 p.m. Select Board Meeting



- Mis:z Stevens

From: Kathy <kbellie42@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2022 1:01 PM

To: Missy Stevens

Subject: Re: Attendance Requested at Select Board Meeting

Thats perfect lll do the August 8th meeting, and thank you | appreciate the options.

Also thank you for getting my son-in-law involved | think he would make a nice addtion
to the Historic board.

Kathy RC G,

——Original Message— YL % Aewled

From: Missy Stevens <mstevens@thomastonmaine.gov>

To: Kathy <kbellied2@aol.com> The XWo p\;?\iwn |
Sent: Tue, Jul 26, 2022 12:44 pm Hnf . Yathy w

t Tue, J _ 7)23 SR meeting 5 ¢
Subject: RE: Attendance Requested at Select Board Meeting o\ § , ¢ mwhn&, \ lec$e P‘ @

If you would like, you may attend the August 22™ meeting instead, same time and place. But should you attend
th . . - .
the 8% meeting | can ask that it be reviewed first, about 5 mins. Ver G Ay en Xhe a ,.dq”

Please let me know. ‘
The oXhe applicant, Clewdia

. e LU g
Melissa Stevens LN b ot n ﬂ eMOf

Town Clerk Mpwxlt.-&g

Thank you,

Town of Thomaston

13 Valley St. :
Thomaston, ME 04861 N_IS
Ph. (207) 354-6107

Fax (207} 354-2132

From: Kathy <kbellie42@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2022 12:34 PM

To: Missy Stevens <mstevens@thomastonmaine.gov>
Subject: Re: Attendance Requested at Select Board Meeting

Hi Missy

I can attend | have a friend visting all week do you have an idea how long it might be?
Thanks

Kathy

-—--Original Message-----

From: Missy Stevens <mstevens@thomastonmaine.gov=>

To: Kathy Derene <kbellied2@aol.com>

Sent: Tue, Jul 26, 2022 11:35 am
Subject: Attendance Requested at Select Board Meeting







Town of Thomaston

Proposed sidewalk - hiking path — bike trail

As recommended by Town

At a meeting held on May 12, 2021 at Route 1 and Mill River, Jon Eaton, Sandy Moore and John Fancy
met with MDOT personnel Dave Allen and Patrick Adams to discuss how to get a hiking/biking trail
across the Mill River. A bridge and a crossing away from Route 1 were discussed but the plan MaineDOT
favored is a new sidewalk starting at Fish Street, going across Mill River on the south side of Route 1,
across Route 131 and continuing along Route 1 to Old High Street, then up Old High Street to the
junction with Route 131. The sidewalk/trail would be 10-foot-wide and constructed close to the edge of
the paving. MDOT could fund this project up to $500,000 with their standard 80/20 match. MDOT will
contribute 80% of the cost and the Town 20%.

This plan has met considerable concern locally as the crossing of Route 131 at Route 1 is considered a
very unsafe location. Traffic going north on Route 1 take that corner at a good speed to counter the
upgrade and can make a right turn with a red light. This intersection can just about handle the current
traffic flow and adding a crosswalk inte the mix will only make the situation worse.

The long-term use of the proposed sidewalk is to provide a future connection ta the Georges River Land
Trust’s large conservation area {about a half mile south on Route 131) and a possible future trail behind
Dragon going to Rockland. In view of this, a safer and more practical route for a new sidewalk would be
to cross Mill River and go up Route 131 on the west side to the top of grade as shown on the attached
map. A crosswalk here is much safer and shorter; and would provide access to the Knox Museum,

Key to map
A = Existing sidewalk
B = New sidewalk/trail to be built in this program

C = Future sidewalk
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Research on selection of names for parks.

A. Neighborhood, geographic or common usage identification:

Old Toll Bridge: In 1818 a toll bridge was built to replace a ferry that previously transported
travelers en route to Cushing. The bridge was a drawbridge to allow Warren-built ships access
to the sea. Signage could include history of Wadsworth Street bridge up to present causeway,
including when it ceased to be a toll bridge in more recent times.

Trading Post: Vicinity of early trading post established 1630. Here many English vessels often
stopped to receive cargoes of masts taken in 1634 and 1635 for transport back to England for
the King'’s ships. The post was discontinued during the French and Indian War. Described as
a block house {p 66, Eatons Vol 1} at the foot of Wadsworth t,

Kiln Site: Site of the earliest iime kilns in Thomaston, perhaps as early at 1735. Lime burning
continued by proprietor Brigadier Waldo, the rock being dug at the prison quarry and burnt at
four small kilns near the blockhouse, where was also a small wharf and lime store, from which
two sloops were kept constantly running to Boston. (1754)

B. A historical figure, place, event or other instance of historical or cultural significance;

After the trading post, there was a store and kilns at this location until the closure of the
Waterfront Market in 2013. The Burgess O’Brien kilns and later owned by the firm of Dunn and
Elliot, whose family dynasty of shipbuilders, sailmakers and entrepreneurs covers a span from
1850 to 1970

For reference early owners were:

¢ Henry Knox

¢ William King

* George Robinson

» 1843 Honorable Edward O’'Brien partnership with Wm C. Burgess, O'Brien & Burgess
bought store, wharf and kilns then owned by George Robinson

* 1864 Dunn & Elliot purchased the store and property and continued up through 1970

C. Natural or geological features;
Borders the Georges River on the eastern shore and lies just below the the early ferry landing.

D. An individual (living or deceased) who has made a significant land and/or monetary;
contribution to the park system or who has had the contribution made “in memoriam” and
when the name has been stipulated as a condition of the donation.

E. An individual who has contributed outstanding civic service to the city and who has
been deceased for a period of at least one year. (Ord. 93-A-26 § 1(part), 1993).
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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes
May 9, 2022

Board Present: Chair Diane Giese, Vice-Chair Pete Lammert, Bill Hahn, Sandy Moore,
Zel Bowman-Laberge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna
Culbertson.

Public Present. Amy Drinkwater, EMS, Mikial Mazzeo Fire Chief, John Fancy, Tim
Hoppe, Brandon Allen, Anson Norton.

Meeting called to order at 6pm by Chair Diane Giese.
2. PUBLIC HEARING:
To hear comments on the following items::

A. The renewal of the Retail Marijuana License Application of Green Alien Cannabis
Company, located at 155 Ne County Road, Thomaston, Maine, pursuant to Thomaston
Ordinances, Chapter 7, Land Use, Section 716.16.7.3.

Motion to go into Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert. Vote
5-0

Motion to come out of Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore.
Vote 5-0.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to approve the
Retail Marijuana License Application of Green Alien Cannabis Company. Vote: 5-
0.

B. Review the Extension of License Privileges for an On-Premises Establishment
Application of Doug's Seafood, Inc. for the consideration of an on-premises license to
sell Malt Liquor, Wine, and Spirits at the property located at 444 Main Street as required
by Section 653 Title 28-A of the Maine Revised Statutes.

Motion to go into Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert. Vote
5-0. :

Motion to come out of Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert.
Vote: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion to approve the Extension of License Privileges for Doug'’s
Seafood made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert. Vote: 5-0.

C. ARPA Premium Bonus Pay for municipal employees from ARPA funds ( American
Rescue Plan Act) for a total expenditure of $10,495.88.

Motion to go into Public Hearing made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Pete
Lammert. Vote; 5-0.






Motion to come out of Public Hearing made by Diane Giese, seconded by Pete
Lammert. Vote: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion to approve the expenditure of ARPA funds for municipal
employees made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Discuss the regionalization of Fire/EMS services per the request of Zel
Bowman-Laberge.

Amy Drinkwater Thomaston EMS and Mikial Mazzeo Fire Chief were present for this
discussion. Knox County Commissioners has hired a consultant to try and establish
some kind of a regional effort. Amy Drinkwater stated that the approach would be to
model in with another town and share costs. There is no money savings. Fewer chiefs
would be needed. One problem would be the placement of people and where. Camden,
Rockland, Thomaston, Belfast — each town wants something different. There is a lot of
different aspects to regionalization and many:levels of how to run such a program. The
towns would certainly lose local control. Sub-stations? In some ways it could be
beneficial but if it is only for the reason of saving money..not such a good idea.

B. Consider for approval the reéquest of Jane Karker to close High Street to
thru traffic on Saturday, August 27 from 8AM to 5PM for the Maine Authors
Book Festival.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve
the request of Jane Karker to close High Street on August 27" for the Maine
Authors Book Festival. VOTE: 5-0.

C. Review for approval the FY23 Pollution Control Department Budget.

John Fancy informed the Board of projects for the upcoming budget. Solar panels on
the garage roof. Cleaning and inspecting several sewer lines. Spray field upgrades
needed.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
approve the FY23 Pollution Control Budget. VOTE: 5-0.

D. Review USDOT funding opportunities per the request of John Fancy.

John Fancy informed the Board of a few programs that are being offered thru the
Federal Grant Program in Washington, DC. “Safe Streets for All". It would be an 80/20
match. The concerns are that they are still in the process of writing the rules. Approx. 20
million per State? Maine is also doing a program for future climate changes. Maine
Infrastructure Adaption Fund. Design funds would be paid 95% Water Street is very low
to the water. If the sea level rises above 4 feet, it is under water. $75,000 to design.
Cost to town would be $3750. Knox County has flood maps that could help with the






study. Sandy Moore suggested the Town look into a DOT grant along with the
Community Resilient Partnerships and also have a complete engineering review for
Water Street.

ACTION: Motion made by Diane Giese, seconded by Bill Hahn to look into funding
opportunities. VOTE: 5-0.

E. Consider for approval the amended Fee Schedule for the Code Enforcement
Office.

Mandy Everett, CEO stated the market study shows the Town should have at least a
25% margin on fees. Our fees are very low and they. need to be updated.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the
amended fee schedule for the Thomaston Code Enforcement Office. VOTE: 5-0.

F. Discuss flashing speed signs and lights for traffic/pedestrian safety per the
Request of Zel Bowman-Laberge.

The possibility of a flashing sign'by Thomaston Grocery was discussed. MDOT has
been contacted. The sign would have to be placed on a.non-MDOT street. Beechwood
and Knox would be the 2. A sign for Thomaston is not justifiable according to MDOT.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Bill Hahn to have
the towns sign on Beechwood Street and other locations picked by Chief Tim
Hoppe.

VOTE: 5-0.

G. Discuss community and public art projects in Thomaston per the request
of Zel Bowman-Laherge.

A discussion was held on having various artists for a public event. A Paint Thomaston
Day. Funding could possibly come the Economic Development Fund for such a project.
The group of interested parties will meet again to discuss this at a future date.

H. Discuss the CDS Watts Hall grant application per the request of Bill Hahn.

Watts Hall needs to replace the heating system. The old pipes are causing rust to clog
the pump in the basement. It has been replaced several times. A conversion of the
whole building to heat pumps. Split the system downstairs. Estimated cost approx..
$300,000. An application has been sent to the Congressional office of Senator Susan
Collins. Also notify her office that we have a match for funding. 9-10 months decision on
CDS grant. Currently $14,000 would come from the Non-TIF for design and then
reimburse when we have the funding.






ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to move ahead
with the process. VOTE: 5-0.

Approve the minutes of: December 13, 21. January 24, February 28, March 14 and
April 6.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the
minutes as amended. VOTE: 5-0.

Approve the Warrants

ACTION: Motion to approve the warrants made by Pete Lammert, Seconded by
Zel Bowman-Laberge. VOTE: 5-0.

AGENDA ADJUSTMENT:

Review for approval up to an additional $15,000 from the Academy Reserve to
complete the bell tower repair.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve additional
funding for the Bell Tower. VOTE: 5-0.

Zel Bowman-Laberge updated the Board with the progress at the Transfer Station. They
are in preconstruction mode.

Bill Hahn updated the Board on the Upper Bay of the St. George River has been
upgraded and the clammers can now start digging in the upper river.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Chair, Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson






