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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes
August 8, 2022

5:30 P.M. Recognition of Mike Janczura for 28 years of service to the Town.

Board Present; Diane Giese, Pete Lammert, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Bill Hahn. Absent:
Sandy Moore

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Chair Diane Giese.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
accept the Breen Motion to take the agenda out of order.

9. OLD BUSINESS

A. Consider the appointment of Kathy Derene to the Budget Committee and the
Academy Board of Trustees (tabled from July 25, 2022).

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
appoint Kathy Derene to both boards. VOTE: 4-0.

B. Updates on the MDOT Mill River sidewalk agreement and considering authorizing the
Town Manager to sign said agreement.

John Fancy updated the Board on the progress to date. The sidewalk would be
maintained by the Public Works Dept. in winter. The project would increase the length of
the existing sidewalk by 3% and would include the painting of the crosswalks. There will
be a 20% share of up to $18,000. Funds would come from the assigned funds for
sidewalks. A preliminary design would be done. The sidewalk section would be attached
to the light at Montpelier. MDOT would do the engineering. Question asked: If things do
not look good can we terminate the project? Yes we can. 1% phrase to be done in the
next year. Safe crossing on High Street needed. Will eventually connect to trails in the
preserve off 131 for Dragon Trails and Montpelier. There is a concern in regards to
other places in town that need sidewalks. Butler Road, Marsh Road, Old Indian Trail to
the shore. More updates needed from MDOT.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to sign
said agreement. VOTE: 3-0-1 {Pete obstained, Wants more information from
MDOT.)

C. Discuss the 3-way stop sign at Green & Water Street as tabled on July 25, 2022.
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Public Works did cleaning along the guiderails on Water Street. Removed the bamboo.
Brandon will get a “STOP” stencil for the road. 3 way stop. Two signs. “STOP AHEAD"
will be painted on the road where Brandon feels it will work best.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Pete Lammert to
place a 3-way stop at Green and Water. Also have Brandon paint on the road.
VOTE: 4-0.

D. Discuss the Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) for sidewalks and
crosswalks. Public Works Director Brandon Allen stated that the MDOT has them in
their warehouse. They are determining which town will get them. Ridgeview would be
the place for Thomaston.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge, seconded by Bill Hahn to place
the RRFB on Ridgeview when received. VOTE: 4-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consider the process for naming the former Kiln Parcel as submitted by Peggy
McCrea.

Peggy researched how town parks are named.There are guidelines. “The Kiln Parcel”
has been that name for over 200 years. She suggested a bench thanking Sandy Moore
for all her work on the kiln.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge, seconded by Pete Lammert to
name it “Lime Kiln Park.” VOTE: 4-0.

B. Review for appointment of FY23 incumbents to town boards and committee’s. (See
attached).

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Bill Hahn to approve the
incumbents to the boards and committees. VOTE: 4-0.

C. Consider the request of Virginia Stopper of Dunn St to reduce the speed and place
15 miles per hour signs on Dunn Street and any other small width roads in Town.

D. Consider the request of Pete Lammert to place 15 miles per hour signs on Dwight
and Elm Streets.

Police Chief Tim Hoppe did a test. Visually is seems like the people are speeding.
When standing there it seems like 26 is 40. Virginia Stopper is very concerned. Tim and
Brandon will access the streets. Maybe experiment this summer with speed humps.
Brandon would prefer signs not humps. They can be very expensive. Start with Dunn
Street first.
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ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Bill Hahn to table
discussion for now. Revisit in the spring. VOTE: 4-0.

E. Discuss the feasibility and the location of a toddler playground in the Town of
Thomaston per the request of Zel Bowman-Laberge.

The Town received a letter from a citizen. Possible locations, the Library, Mayo Park. It
would be paid for thru Parks and Trails. Not just a toddler playground but a playground
for all ages to enjoy.

3. Approve the minutes of May 9, 2022.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve as amended.
Seconded by Bill Hahn. VOTE: 4-0.

4. Approve the Warrants

Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve the warrants. Seconded by Bill
Hahn. VOTE: 4-0.

Town Manager Report (see attached)

AGENDA ADJUSTMENT:

Consider the Thomaston Green workshop proposal from Matt Eddy of Midcoast Council
of Government (MCOG.)

The group should consist of an impartial advisory group. Maybe people that are non-
residence. The Board would figure out the advisory group and the size of the group. Zel
suggested that Matt Eddy comes to the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Chair Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



