TOWN OF THOMASTON
SELECT BOARD
MINUTES
AUGUST 22, 2022

Recreation Department Workshop 5:00 P.M.
Regular Meeting 6:00 P.M.

Board Present: Chair Diane Giese, Vice-Chair Bill Hahn, Pete Lammert, Sandy Moore,
Zel Bowman-LaBerge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna
Culbertson.

Public Present: John Fancy, Matt Eddy, Charlie Grover, Bill Wasson, Joanne Richards,
Emily Gorman, Erica Jones, Noreen Mullaney, Peggy McCrea, Martin Farrell, Christine
Simmonds, Village Soup.

1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Chair Diane Giese.
2. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to go
into Public Hearing at 6:02 p.m. VOTE: 5-0.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Bill Hahn to come out of
Public Hearing at 6:16 p.m. VOTE: 5-0.

A. Review the renewal application of Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill and Bar, for the
consideration of an On-premises license to sell Malt Liquor, Wine and Spirits at the
property located at 194 New County Road as required by Section 653 Title 28-A of the
Maine Revised Statutes.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Sandy Moore to renew
Applebee’s license. VOTE: 5-0.

B. Review the renewal application of The Block Saloon for the consideration of an on-
premises license to Sell Malt Liquor, Wine and Spirits at the property located at 173
Main Street as required by Section 653 Title 28-A of the Maine Revised Statutes.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Sandy Moore to renew the
Block Saloon’s license. VOTE: 5-0.

C. Consider local authorization for the business Higher Vibes located at 212 New
County Rd to operate as a medical marijuana caregiver.



ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Bill Hahn to grant local
authorization to Higher Vibes. VOTE: 5-0.

D. Review the renewal application of Station 118, for the consideration of an on-
premises license to Sell Malt Liquor, Wine and Spirits at the property located at 118
Main Street as required by Section 653 Title 28-A of the Maine Revised Statutes.

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore, seconded by Pete Lammert to renew the
Station 118 license. VOTE: 5-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Review the Thomaston Green workshops proposal as presented by Executive
Director Mathew Eddy from Midcoast Council of Governments.

Matthew Eddy gave the Board a brief presentation as to what he would be looking for
input from Thomaston citizens. Strengths, weaknesses and opportunities. A positive
way to approach the future of the Thomaston Green. Form directions and an action
plan. Work on facts not rumors. The Town will advertise the meeting on the Thomaston
Green.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to move forward.
VOTE: 5-0.

B. Confirm the Town Manager’ appointment of Rene Dorr to Code Enforcement Officer.

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore, seconded by Pete Lammert to appoint
Rene Dorr as CEO. VOTE: 5-0.

C. Review for approval the amended Code Enforcement Officer Fee Schedule.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to approve the
fee schedule. VOTE: 5-0.

D. Discuss for approval the request of John Fancy to update 14 of the decorative
streetlights on Main Street to LED bulbs at a cost of $3,100.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to approve the
streetlight updates. VOTE: 5-0.

E. Consider the recommendation of the Town Manager and Finance Director to contract
with RHR Smith and Company for auditing services for FY22, FY23 and FY24 at a cost
of $14,000 per year.



Town Manager Kara George and Finance Director Jodell Benson reviewed all RFP's for
auditors and felt the RHR Smith would be best suited for the Town. They currently serve
several municipalities in the area.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to approve the
recommendation of RHR Smith as our new auditors. VOTE: 5-0.

F. Confirm the annual municipal officers and employee appointment for FY23.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
confirm the slate of annual appointments. VOTE: 4-0-1 (Pete abstained).

G. Review for approval the annual Select Board member’s reappointments on Town
Boards and Committees for FY23.

ACTION: Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
approve the annual appointments. VOTE: 4-0-1 (Pete abstained).

H. Per MRS 21A, Section 501, approve the Town Clerk to appoint the Warden and
Deputy Warden for elections.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge, seconded by Pete Lammert to
approve the Town Clerk appointments. VOTE: 5-0.

I. Consider scheduling a Parks and Trails Masterplan workshop per the request of Zel
Bowman-LaBerge.

A workshop with Regina Leonard to address the Parks plan is needed. The boundary
lines at the Mill River Park are a concern.

ACTION: Bill Hahn made a motion, seconded by Diane Giese to have Zel
Bowman-Laberge review the Parks and Trails Masterplan and come back to the
Select Board with a report. VOTE: 5-0.

J. Approve the appointment of Claudi Rosti as the 2™ alternate to the Planning Board.
ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore, seconded by Pete Lammert. VOTE: 5-0.
3. Approve the minutes of. July 11 and September 12, 2022.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
approve the minutes. July 11 was amended. VOTE: 5-0.

4. Approve the Warrants



ACTION: Motion to approve the warrants made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel
Bowman-LaBerge. VOTE: 5-0.

6. Town Ménager’s Report (See attached.)

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Chair Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



