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Town of Thomaston
Select Board Minutes
September 26, 2022

Executive Session 5§ p.m.

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to enter
executive session at 5:01 p.m. pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A) to review a personnel
matter. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to exit executive
session at 5:17 p.m. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Pete Lammert made a motion, seconded by Sandy Moore to approve the
recommendation to hire Jared Porter as the Recreation Director. VOTE: 5-0

Watts Block Building Review Workshop 5:30 p.m.

Bill Hahn presented a report from the Watts Block Trustees and the Watts Hall Community Arts
(WHCA) group on the current budget, building needs, and community events. WHCA is now
registered as a 501¢3 non-profit. Kendray Rodriguez is working 10-hours per week on behalf
of the WHCA in organizing and planning community events at Watts Hall. The Watts Block
Trustees are awaiting results on the congressional economic development funds that were
applied for. The funds will require a 50% match which the Trustees hope to obtain through
some fundraising opportunities.

Regular Meeting 6 p.m.

Board Present: Diane Giese, Pete Lammert, Bill Hahn, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Sandy Moore,
Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Melissa Stevens.

. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

Meeting called to order by Diane Giese at 5:59 P.M.

ACTION: The Breen motion was made to take the agenda out of order by Bill Hahn.
Seconded by Pete Lammert. VOTE: 5-0.

10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Recognize Officer Jarrod Leonardi for performing exceptional life saving
measures.

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS:



ACTION: 6:04 p.m. Motion made to go into Public Hearing by Bill Hahn. Seconded by
Peter Lammert. VOTE: 5-0

. Review the Catering Permit applications from Dirty Rocks, LLC, OBA/The Block Saloon for
theater production events at Watts Hall on 9/29/22 and 10/14/22, pursuant to 28-A MRS
§653.

. Pursuant to 22 MRS §4305(1), consider the amending the General Assistance Ordinance
by repealing and replacing appendices A through G of the existing ordinance with the
attached appendices A through G, which shall be in effect from October 1, 2022 through
September 30, 2023.

. Review the On-Premises License application from Benja LLC, DBA/Kachai Thai Street Food
located at 444 Main Street to serve malt liquor and wine. (Agenda Adjustment)

ACTION: Bill Hahn motion to accept the amended General Assistance Ordinance.
Seconded by Peter Lammert. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Bill Hahn motion to accept the Dirty Rocks, LLC. OBA/The Block Saloon for
theater production events at Watts Hall. Seconded by Peter Lammert. VOTE: 5-0

ACTION: Peter Lammert motion to accept the Benja LI.C, DBA/Kachai Thai Street Food,
on-premises license to sell Malt Liquor and Wine, Diane Giese second. VOTE 5-0

ACTION: 6:09 p.m. Motion to exit the Public Hearing made by Bill Hahn, seconded by
Peter Lammert. VOTE: 5-0.

10. New Business (Agenda Adjustment)

Consider for approval the appointment of Matt Quinn Bonner to the Conservation
Commission.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to accept the appointment of Matt Quinn Bonner.
Seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 5-0

10. New Business

B. Consider for approval the request of the Thomaston Food Pantry to host a "Feed
the Hungry Walk" at the Thomaston Municipal Building on October 1, 2022 at 9
a.m. to benefit Meals on Wheels and the Thomaston Food Pantry.



Diane Giese suggested the Food Pantry submit what is needed in the monthly town
newsletter to Town Manager, Kara George.

ACTION: Peter Lammert motioned to approve the Thomaston Food Pantry to host a
“Feed the Hungry Walk” at the Thomaston Municipal Building. Seconded by Sandy
Moore.

. Review for approval the Resolution to Support the State of Maine's
Climate Action Plan, as reviewed in the Community Resilience
Partnership’s Workshop on September 14".

The Board discussed the opportunity to purchase more electric vehicle (EV) chargers
through Efficiency Maine. Diane suggested having chargers at the Academy Building.
Pete Lammert said signs are needed to show where the EV chargers are located.

Bill Hahn recommended 2 signs, one on Route 1, and one near the charging stations.

Sandy Moore asked John Fancy how much to have another charging station including
install? John Fancy replied, about $1,000.

Bill Hahn asked the Town Manager, Kara George to speak with Brandon about getting two
signs.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to approve the Resolution to Support the State of
Maine’s Climate Action Plan. Zel Bowman-Laberge Seconded. VOTE: 5-0

. Consider authorizing PCD Superintendent John Fancy and Town Manager Kara
George to proceed with negotiations of the cell tower with U.S. Cellular.

John Fancy added that this land lease could generate revenue for the Town.

ACTION: Bill Hahn motioned to approve authorizing PCD Superintendent John Fancy
and Town Manager Kara George to proceed with negotiations. Peter Lammert
Seconded. VOTE: 5-0

. Discuss using American Rescue Plan Funds (ARPA) to update the existing kitchen
in the Lura Libby Room for the community warming shelter and community
events.

Diane Giese stated that ARPA funds should be use for taking care of the basic needs of the
residents first.
Zel Bowman-Laberge requested a list on how and what to use the ARPA money for. There



are churches in the community and could be warming centers that have existing kitchens.

Sandy Moore asked for what other reasons would the kitchen be used for. Town Manager
Kara George said the kitchen could be used for community events.

John Fancy suggested that a conversation to have with Knox County Emergency
Management Agency (EMA), and Town Manager Kara George will contact them.

Tabled until more information is gathered.

F. Next Select Board Meeting date falls on a holiday, October 10th. Cancel and
reschedule if priority items come up?

The Select Board set the next meeting to Tuesday, October 11t
9. OLD BUSINESS

A) Update from Zel Bowman-Laberge regarding the Parks and Trails Masterplan
Zel Bowman-Laberge presented her findings from the Parks and Trails Masterplan. (See
attached report.)

There is a need for additional signage at the parks and trails.

Bill Hahn suggested that Town Manager Kara George and the Recreation Director
work together on defining parks and recreation duties.

1. APPROVE THE WARRANTS

ACTION: Peter Lammert approved Warrants. Bill Hahn Seconded. VOTE: 5-0
6. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT (See attached.)

7. TOWN BOARDS & COMMITTEES UPDATE

Zel Bowman-Laberge noted that a cloth recycling bin has opened at the Transfer Station.
Clothing and shoes deposited there will be refurbished. The bin is located near the Scrap Dogs
composting station.

Meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.



Chair Diane Giese Recording Secretary Melissa Stevens B



