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Town of Thomaston
Select Board
Minutes
October 24, 2022

Board Present: Bill Hahn, Pete Lammert, Sandy Moore, Zel Bowman-Laberge, Town
Manger Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson. Absent: Diane Giese.

Public Present: Mary Griffin, John Fancy, John Burns, Christine Simmonds, Peter
Jenks.

Meeting called to order at 6pm by Vice-Chair Bill Hahn.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Review the application of Knox Museum for the consideration of serving alcohol at
the Holiday Open House on December 21, from 6-9pm, pursuant to MRS Title 28-A,
Section 653.

ACTION: Motion to enter Public Hearing at 6:02 p.m. made by Pete Lammert,
seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge. VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: Motion to exit public hearing at 6:04 p.m. made by Pete Lammert,
seconded by Sandy Moore, VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: A motion was made by Pete Lammert and seconded by Zel Bowman-
Laberge to approve the application of the Knox Museum. VOTE: 4-0

B. Review the catering permit applications for the Block Saloon for events at Watts Hall
11/19/22, 2/2/22, and 12/3/22, pursuant to MRS Title 28-2, Section 653.

ACTION: Motion to enter Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m. made by Pete Lammert,
seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge. VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: Motion to exit Public Hearing at 6:05 p.m. made by Pete Lammert,
seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge. VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: Motion to approve the catering permit applications for the Block Saloon
made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Sandy Moore, VOTE: 4-0.

8. NEW BUSINESS
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A. Presentation from Cliff Dacso of Knox Clinic seeking support from Thomaston for the
National Science Foundation Proposal.

Cliff Dacso presented the National Science Foundation proposal. The program focuses
on early detection of chronic disease decompensation in heart failure. If a pilot study is
performed there will be no cost or liability to the Town of Thomaston.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve the Town Manager to
write a letter of support, seconded by Pete Lammert. VOTE: 4-0.

B. Consider approving the proposal from Quixada Moore-Vissing of Public Engagement
Partners to provide a training session for town employees and local governance (Select
Board and Planning Board) on civility, collaboration, listening, facilitation, and conflict
resolution skills.

ACTION: Motion made Zel Bowman-Laberge, seconded by Pete Lammert to
approve the proposal from Public Engagement Partners. VOTE: 4-0.

C. Discuss the sidewalks and parking on Watts Lane per the request of resident Peter
Jenks.

Peter Jenks expressed his concern over the lack of a sidewalk on Watts Lane for the
kids and parents to use. The children are walking in the road to get around vehicles.
They sometimes dart out from behind another car. This is very unsafe. Can signs or a
sidewalk be installed to help with the situation. Brandon Allen and John Fancy will meet
to put something together. This is part of the Safe Routes to School Program. A meeting
will be scheduled with the school principals to discuss. A patrol officer will be stationed
at each school both mornings and afternoons.

ACTION: Motion made by Sandy Moore, seconded by Pete Lammert to place
signs on Watts Lane and have John Fancy and Brandon Allen investigate adding
sidewalks. VOTE: 4-0.

D. Consider for approval the expenditure of up to $11,000 from Economic Development
Funds for heat pumps at Watts Block per the request of the Watts Block Trustees.

Bill Hahn stated that the new heat pumps would heat the old town office location.
Blueberry Moose is closing. Two new leases have been drawn up for new tenants
opening businesses in the spring. Heating costs would be paid by the tenants.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-Laberge to approve $11, 000 from
Economic Development funds, seconded by Sandy Moore. 3-0-1. (Pete
abstained).

E. Review for approval the Thomaston Municipal Building Sleeping Quarters Policy.
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The sleeping quarters provides space to all First Responders (Police and EMS) during
storm events with 4 single beds located in 2 different rooms. The “General
Housekeeping” language of the policy has been amended. It is unlikely the Fire
Department would use the space. Changes to the security system will have to be made.
The hall door going into that area will always be locked.

ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman Laberge, seconded by Sandy Moore to
approve the policy as amended. 3-0-1. (Pete Lammert abstained.)

F. Discuss the Herring Gut Coastal Science Center zoom meeting. “Your Dog's Poo in
the Big Blue,” on Tuesday, October 25t from 7-8pm.

Sandy Moore recommended everyone attend the Zoom meeting from Herring Gut
Coastal Science Center. In Thomaston, dog poop is a problem at Mill River Park. John
Fancy said that Bryans Brook water test came back negative for fecal bacteria. Dave
Taylor from the GRRSM Committee is waiting for DNA testing to come back. This
testing is more detailed than the one done by John Fancy.

It was suggested that tickets are given out when someone is caught not picking up after
their dog. It's unclear how to patrol the areas effectively. If someone is fined more than
3 times, then they are banned from that area with their dog. Sandy suggested additional
trash barrels and poop bag stations. Police Chief Tim Hoppe suggested a civil action
against repeat offenders.

G. Discuss rescheduling the Thomaston Green Workshop Presentation that was
scheduled for Wednesday, November 9" to December.

Zel Suggested Matt Eddy put a presentation together in writing so that people not able
to attend can have something to review. Bill Hahn suggested they hold the date until
Sandy Moore is back to discuss.

9. OLD BUSINESS
A. Discuss the U.S. Cellular tower project per John Fancy.

John stated the project would need voter approval at a town meeting. U.S. Cellular
wants to move ahead with the proposed tower installation. The cell phone service is
inadequate in this area. The project would also allow our first responders repeater to be
placed on the tower at no charge. Tim Hoppe suggested tree removal would benefit the
tower. Zel was concerned that the Town would incur expenses that are private
developer expenses. The Town will not be responsible for any of the costs. John Fancy
stated that before anything was decided, there would be a news release and a public
hearing. The Knox/Water Street project will also be included on a town meeting warrant.
John Fancy asked the Board if they would support a Special Town Meeting.

4. APPROVE THE WARRANTS
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ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
approve the warrants. VOTE 4-0.

6. TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT (See attached.)
7. TOWN BOARDS AND COMMITTEES UPDATE

Sandy Moore stated that the Garden Club planted over 50 bulbs in the planters on Main
Street and other areas.

Zel Bowman-Laberge noted that the OHSTT Transfer Station project has broken ground
and renovations have begun.

ACTION: Motion to adjourn made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-
Laberge. VOTE: 4-0.

Vice-Chair Bill Hahn Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



TOWN MANAGER'S REPORT OCTOBER 24, 2022

What are the concerns of LD2907?

1) MMA/'s position is that the 10-year residency requirement is unconstitutional, and it does not
align with the Homestead Exemption in any way. Every other tax program is due April 1st except,
LD290, which is due December 1st.

2) The 10 year residency requirement is not consecutive and will be difficult to determine. For ex
ample, a resident that lived in Maine in 1990 for 3 years, moves away for 4 years, then moves back
for another 7 years, and s¢ on.

3) There are no income limits or asset limitations. So potentially, the resident on a modest income
living in a mobile home will be subsidizing this program for the resident living in the mcmansion.

4) The state says they will reimburse municipalities for 100% of the program; however, by law the
state is only required to reimburse municipalities a minimum of 50%. This is a very unpredictable
situation for municipalities when reimbursement to towns is very politically based on who is in of
fice. We have seen state revenue sharing dwindle with other administrations.

5) The program freezes the resident's property tax rate to the previous tax year rate, but must be
applied for annually on December 1st each year. If the resident doesn't reapply, then the tax rate
will revert to the current year's tax rate. This is very unlike the homestead exemption that is only
applied for once. It's also most definitely a nightmare for tax assessors for those residents that don't
remember to reapply and suddenly have their taxes jump substantiaily.

©) If the Town has a year that the tax rate goes down and it is less than the mil rate lock-in by the
resident on this program, then the resident will always get the lowest rate.

7) Residents will be able to make substantial improvements to their properties that will increase
their assessments. However, if they are signed up for this program, it doesn’t matter if they reno
vate their whole house. They will still only pay the tax rate they locked-in at. Another example given
by the MSCC is that a resident could by a mobile home assessed at $80,000, live at that property
for a year, lock-in at the frozen tax rate, sell the property, and buy an $800,000 assessed home in
another town. They will still only be taxed the same rate they locked in at with the mobile home be
cause this program is transferrable to any Maine town you live in.

| encourage everyone to read more about this new law. | am going to draft a letter to send to Kate
Dufour at MMA, who represents municipalities at the legislative level. There are many uncertain
implications, but most of all, there will be huge budget impacts that will effect all tax payers by fiscal
year 2024 if this law is not amended.

10/21/22 Midcoast Municipal Association Meeting
Other:; State Valuation

The State of Maine Revenue Services announced the proposed 2023 state valuation for
Thomaston. The 2023 valuation is $455,750,000, an increase of $67,000,000 or 17.23%. This
is based on a sales-ration study that measures the assessed value of recently sold properties
relative to their selling price. The State Valuation determines how much State Revenue Shar-
ing we receive, and how much Thomaston pays towards education and county taxes. It is un
determined at this time what the full impact of this increase is going to mean to Thomaston's
budget.

Locked-in Fuel Bid

On Friday, October 14th, we sent out a request for bids for heating fuel to 3 companies after con-
tacting 6-7 fuel businesses in the area. Of those 3, we received 2 bids back from Maritime Energy
of $3.91/gallon and Dead River at $3.95/gallon. We locked-in with Maritime Energy at $3.91 per
gallon. Maritime Energy notified us that they would no longer be locking prices in for the season
starting on QOct. 19th due to the volatile market. The price we were given to lock-in at was good for
30 minutes. Last year we locked in at $2.10/gallon. We have approximately $20,000 in the as
signed fund for heating fuel from past years' budgets, which we will need to tap into this year to
cover the increase.
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