Minutes

Code Review Meeting
Watts Block, Thomaston
Time: October 27, 9:00 am

Attendees: Chuck Campbell, Architect; Zel Bowman-LaBerge, Designer; Michael Mazzeo, Thomaston Fire
Chief; Peter Cummings, State Fire Marshal Office; Rene Dorr, Thomaston Code Enforcement Officer; Bill
Hahn, Watts Block Trustees

Meeting was called to discuss Building Code Study recently completed by Mr. Campbell with regard to
second floor uses and place of assembly with the following outcomes:

1. Maximum capacity of the second floor is 299 persons.

2. Capacity of the auditorium when portable seating is utilized is 205 occupants. Dance license is
for 205 occupants.

3. Balcony cannot be used except for technical support personnel (lights, sound).

4. Standpipe or ventilation of the stage area is not required as stage area behind the proscenium is
less than 1000 square feet. No storage of combustible materials underneath the stage.

5. Asthere s a single exit from the west section (old selectboard room, toilets, etc.) maximum
occupancy of this area is limited to 49 persons. However, Life Safety Standard is 7 square
feet/occupant when not using seating. The boardroom, by this calculation, could hold 100
occupants. An architectural solution limiting occupancy ( fixed furniture, interior walls, etc.)
must be developed or a second egress provided for this end of the building.

6. Reviewed the “green” room which has only one substandard egress path. Discussed a proposal
to rebuild the exterior stair and provide new exterior door from the space to the stair providing
a direct egress. Agreed on this approach. Door to stair to stage left will be removed to provide
swing space for new exterior door; door at top of stair must be retained to eliminate vertical air
path. Three windows that open under stair will be sealed shut or equipped with fire shutters.

7. Wall ovens can be used in kitchenette. No Sterno allowed anywhere in the building.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30.



