TOWN OF THOMASTON
SELECT BOARD
MINUTES
NOVEMBER 14, 2022

EXECUTIVE SESSION 5 P.M.
Pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A) to review a personnel matter.

ACTION: Pete Lammert made a motion, seconded by Zel Bowman-Laberge to
enter executive session at 5:04 p.m. pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (6A) to review a
personnel matter. VOTE: 4-0 (Bill Hahn absent)

ACTION: Zel Bowman-Laberge made a motion, seconded by Bill Hahn to exit
executive session at 6 p.m. VOTE: 4-0

REGULAR MEETING 6:05 p.m.

Board Present: Chair Diane Giese, Pete Lammert, Sandy Moore, Zel Bowman-
LaBerge, Town Manager Kara George, Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson. Absent:
Vice-Chair Bill Hahn.

Public Present: John Fancy, Tim Hoppe, Darryl Townsend, Brandon Allen, Robert
Coombs, Ben Griffin, Joanne Richards, Rod Grindell, Peggy McCrea, Rene Dorr.

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM by Chair Diane Giese.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
use the Breen Motion to take the agenda out of order. VOTE: 4-0.

2, PUBLIC HEARING:

Review the Catering Permit applications from Dirty Rocks, LLC DBA\The Block Saloon
for theater production events at Watts Hall on 2/11/23 and 2/18/23, pursuant to 28-A
MRS 653.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert to go into Public Hearing, seconded by
Zel Bowman-LaBerge. VOTE: 4-0

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert to come out of Public Hearing, seconded
by Zel Bowman-LaBerge. VOTE: 4-0.

ACTION: Motion to approve the Catering Permit from Dirty Rocks made by Pete
Lammert, seconded by Sandy Moore. VOTE: 4-0.



10. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consider for approval the appointments of Lawrence Lentz, Peter Mitchell, and
Chalen Mitchell to the Conservation Commission.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
approve the appointments of Lawrence Lentz, Peter Mitchell, and Chalen Mitchell
to the Conservation Committee.

B. Consider appointing Tony Leo as Asst. EMS Chief per the recommendation of the
EMS Chief and the Town Manager.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
appoint Tony Leo as Asst. EMS Chief. VOTE: 4-0.

C. Discuss the heating system failure at the Thomaston Fire and EMS Station with Chief
Mazzeo and Darryl Townsend from Rock Coast Plumbing and Heating.

The heating system has been in bad condition for many years. Currently it is running
constantly and burning a tremendous amount of fuel. Currently it has burned thru 350
gallons in one month. Darryl Townsend of Rock Coast said the furnace is leaking inside.
It will not pass an inspection by the State. It's been patched too many times. A gas
system would be cleaner. One problem with electric heaters is that when the big doors
open, the electric heaters would not recoup the heat fast enough.

ACTION: Motion made Zel Bowman-LaBerge, seconded by Pete Lammert to
replace the system at the Thomaston Fire/EMS building. VOTE: 4-0.

D. Authorize the Town Manager to sign the Pump Use Agreement with Waldoboro
Utility District.

John Fancy explained to the Board information on the pumps that run our different
pump stations. The pumps are of a lesser quality and seem to fail quicker than the ones
bought many years ago. John has been working with Waldoboro who is having the
same pump issues. The agreement covers us and Waldoboro with future pump issues
saving a significant amount of money.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
approve the agreement. VOTE: 4-0.

E. Discuss the replacement of a police cruiser per the request of Chief Hoppe.

The 2018 Dodge Charger was pushed into the curbing. $12,000 damage. Chief Hoppe
is looking to have all electric vehicles in the future. The plan is to aggressively put
money towards the cruiser reserves for the next 3 years to save towards a new electric
truck.



ACTION: Motion made by Zel Bowman-LaBerge, seconded by Sandy Moore to
have Chief Tim Hoppe place the Town of Thomaston on the electric car list.
VOTE: 4-0.

F. Accept charitable funds from the Edward O’Brien Fund of $37,578.33 for the Town of
Thomaston to administer.

These funds will be used for “Charitables” to help the needy that do not qualify for
General Assistance.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
accept the funds for charitable needs. VOTE: 4-0.

G. Review the intersection at Walmart and Route 1 per the request of Diane Giese.

Discussion was held on the possibility of a light controlled crosswalk or cameras to
monitor the area. With the Starbucks going in, the intersection may be addressed by the
MDOT. No action taken.

H. Recognize The First Bank for their contribution of $25,000 to the Watts Hall Arts
Group.

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
recognize The First Bank for their contribution. VOTE: 4-0.

9. OLD BUSINESS

A. Update from Sandy Moore regarding the Herring Gut Coastal Science Center zoom
meeting, “Your Dog's Poo in the Big Blue.”

Tabled. Waiting for more new information.
3. Approve the Minutes of July 11, 2022 and September 12, 2022.

ACTION: Motion to approve made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-
LaBerge to approve the minutes as amended.

4. Approve the Warrants

ACTION: Motion made by Pete Lammert, seconded by Zel Bowman-LaBerge to
approve the warrants. VOTE: 4-0.

6. Town Managers Report (see attached)

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm

Chair Diane Giese Recording Secretary Donna Culbertson



