Town of Thomaston
Select Board Meeting Minutes
August 26, 2024

Executive Session Present: Chair Chris Rector, Vice-Chair Bill Hahn, Pete Lammert, Sandy Moore, Kim
Matthews, Town Manager Kara George, Planner John Fancy

Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to enter executive session at
5:27p.m., pursuant to MRS Title 1, §405 (C), to discuss the condition, acquisition, or the
use of real property. VOTE: 5-0

Motion made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to exit executive session at
5:57p.m. VOTE: 5-0

Motion made by Chris Rector, seconded by Bill Hahn to authorize further negotiation of a
purchase option agreement with Habitat for Humanity for a housing project, with the
Town of Thomaston requiring reimbursement of $25,000 for project fees incurred, and
further, support Habitat for Humanity with grant applications to Rural Development for
infrastructure costs. VOTE: 5-0

Select Board Present: Chris Rector, Chair; Bill Hahn, Vice-Chair; Pete Lammert, Sandy Moore, Kim
Matthews, Town Manager Kara George, Town Clerk Joanne Moulton

The meeting was called to order at 6 PM by Chair, Chris Rector.
Public Hearings:
A. Review the renewal application of Station 118 for the consideration of an on-premises license to sell
Malt Liquor, Wine, and Spirits at the property located at 118 Main Street pursuant to Section 653 Title
28-A of the Maine Revised Statutes.

Motion made by Bill Hahn second by Peter Lammert to go into Public Hearing at 6:01 PM. VOTE:
5-0

Select Board member Pete Lammert asked the police chief (in attendance) if there had been
any problems at the establishment, and the chief confirmed no problems had been reported. There
were no further questions or comments during public hearing.

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Sandy Moore to exit Public Hearing at 6:04 PM, VOTE: 5-0

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Sandy Moore to approve the liquor license renewal
application for Station 118. VOTE: 5-0

Opening Public Comments:
Peter Lammert said that he participated in Thomaston Recreation Department’s trip to the Portland Sea
Dogs game. A bus was provided for Thomaston residents, and he noted it was a great time and a great
game.
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New Business:

A.

Recognize Town Clerk Melissa Stevens for dedicated service.

Town Manager Kara George recognized Missy for her growth and achievements since becoming Town
Clerk for Thomaston, noting that she didn’t just perform her duties, but embraced them while building
valuable relationships with people in the community.

Recognize Town Manager Kara George for obtaining Certified Maine Manager from MTCMA (Maine
Town & City Manager’s Association).

Select Board Chair, Chris Rector presented Kara with a certificate of achievement for obtaining Certified
Municipal County Manager status from MTCMA, He stressed the importance of continued learning,
thanking Kara on behalf of the town for obtaining this certification. He also noted that one of the things
the town is doing well is making sure staff are provided with the opportunity for professional training
and development, allowing them to be as capable and prepared as possible to do their jobs

effectively.

Consider for approval one (1) appointment to fill the term expiring June 2025 on the Board of
Assessors:

1. Kathy Derene (67 Wadsworth Street)

2. Frank Devlin (58 Knox Street)

Motion made by Pete Lammert, second by Bill Hahn to appoint Kathy Derene of 67 Wadsworth
Street to fill the above-mentioned term. VOTE: 3-2, with Sandy Moore and Kim Matthews
opposed.

Discuss the St. George River & Tributaries water testing as presented by John Fancy.

Town Planner John Fancy reviewed the water testing done on the St. George River & Tributaries. A
report of water sampling and testing over a 5-year span of time was provided for comparison.

Review the Thomaston Traffic Advisory Committee Policy as drafted by Adi Philson, Midcoast Council of
Governments.

Motion made by Kim Matthews, second by Sandy Moore to accept the Thomaston Traffic
Advisory Committee Policy as presented. VOTE: 5-0

Discuss recruitment of volunteers for Town Boards and Committees as requested by Chris Rector.

Chris Rector discussed the recruitment of volunteers for Town Boards and Committees. He also shared
information regarding a new primary care facility that will be opening soon.

Presentation from Managing Editor Christine Simmonds regarding the newspaper merger to “Midcoast
Villager.”

Christine provided information regarding the start-up of the Midcoast Villager, an all-in-one local paper

covering both Knox and Waldo Counties. For anyone interested in learning more, there will be an
information session on August 13™ at 2 PM at the Belfast Public Library.
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H. Accept with regret the resignation of Charles Grover from the following: Budget Committee, Economic
and Community Development Committee, Midcoast Council of Governments, Watts Block Trustees, and
the Appeals Board.

Motion made by Pete Lammert, second by Sandy Moore to accept, with regret, the resignation
of Charles Grover from: Budget Committee, Economic and Community Development Committee,
Midcoast Council of Governments, Watts Block Trustees, and the Appeals Board. VOTE: 5-0

I. Consider for approval the appointment of Chris Rector to the Midcoast Council of Governments.

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Kim Matthews to appoint Chris Rector to the Midcoast
Council of Governments. VOTE: 4-0-1, with Chris Rector abstaining.

J. Accept with regret the retirement of Tax Collector Donna Culbertson, effective December 6, 2024.

Motion made by Sandy Moore, second by Pete Lammert to accept, with regret, the
resignation of Tax Collector, Donna Culbertson, effective December 6, 2024. VOTE: 5-0

K. Set a Joint Select Board and Thomaston Green Park Ad Hoc Committee Workshop to discuss
recommendations for the park. (Suggested Dates: Wed, Sept 11; Tues, Sept 17; Thurs, Sept 19; Wed,
Oct 9; Thurs, Oct 10)
Workshop date was set for Tuesday, September 17 at 6 PM.
5. Approve The Warrants:

Motion made by Pete Lammert, second by Kim Matthews to approve the warrants as
presented. VOTE: 5-0

7. Town Manager’s Report (See attached)
11. Closing Public Comments

26 Thatcher St. - Lyman Morse zoning change, opposed. Residents don't want this, stating the
building will cut down on sunlight to homes and destroy property values.

12. Adjourn

Motion made by Peter Lammert, seconded by Bill Hahn to adjourn at 7:50 PM VOTE: 5-0
Respectfully Submitted,

Ovlane ¥V 0ubind

Joanne Moulton, Town Clerk
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