Town of Thomaston
Select Board Meeting Minutes
September 23, 2024

Select Board Present: Chris Rector, Chair; Bill Hahn, Vice-Chair; Pete Lammert; Sandy Moore; Kim
Matthews; Town Manager Kara George; Town Clerk Joanne Moulton

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Select Board Chair, Chris Rector.
3. Opening Public Comments:
Alan Blake spoke about the naming of The Green — Riverview Park.

Discussion and presentation of architectural design options regarding the new EMS and Fire Building
Project.

The Breen Motion was made by Bill Hahn, seconded by Pete Lammert to take the agenda out of
order. Vote: 5-0

10. New Business:
A. Confirm the Town Manager's appointment of Paul Spear as Patrol Officer.

Motion made by Pete Lammert, second by Kim Matthews to confirm the town manager’s
appointment of Paul Spear as Patrol Officer for Thomaston. VOTE: 5-0

B. Review for approval the renewal Memorandum of Understanding with the Economic Development
Coordinator Kendray Rodriguez, as recommended by the Economic and Community Development
Committee.

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Chris Rector to approve the renewal Memorandum of
Understanding with Economic Development Coordinator Kendray Rodriguez. VOTE: 5-0

C. Presentation by Tia Anderson, Executive Director of Midcoast Habitat for Humanity regarding the
Thomaston Housing project.

Tia Anderson, Executive Director of Midcoast Habitat for Humanity, spoke about the Thomaston
Housing Project. She discussed the development of the property at the end of Clark Street with the
hope that the town will transfer the land to Habitat to be developed into what would potentially
provide 16 family homes/units. Gary Upham voiced concern about the wetland area and drainage.
John Fancy said he and the public works director are aware, noting it is a very flat area and not a
quick and easy fix, however they will be looking at it.

D. Approve the delegation of enforcement authority to the Interim Code Enforcement Officer
Courtney Farnum (per Title 30A, Section 3428).

Motion made by Kim Matthews, second by Bill Hahn to grant enforcement authority to
Interim Code Enforcement Officer, Courtney Farnum, per Title 30A, Section 3428. VOTE: 4-1 with
Pete Lammert opposed.
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E. Knox Clinic Update as presented by Select Board Chair Chris Rector.
Chris Rector provided an update on the Knox County Health Clinic since their acquisition of the BOK
Building. They will be able to begin providing primary care in Knox County at the start of next year
and are in the process of completing an application for status as a federally qualified health center.
F. Accept with regret the resignation of RSU13 School Board member Rebecca Roveto.

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Sandy Moore to accept, with regret, the
resignation of Rebecca Roveto from the RSU13 School Board of Directors. VOTE: 5-0

G. Consider the appointment of Gary Upham to the RSU13 School Board of Directors to fill the
remainder of the term until June 2025.

Motion made by Biil Hahn, second by Pete Lammert to appoint Gary Upham to the RSU13
School Board to fill the remainder of the term until June 2025. VOTE: 5-0

H. Set date of the next Select Board meeting due to the holiday (Suggested dates: Tuesday,
October 8" or the following week?)

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Pete Lammert to set the next Select Board meeting
date as October 8, 2024. VOTE: 5-0

. Adjustments To the Agenda:

Discuss the Recreation Economy for Rural Communities planning assistance program through the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

Discuss the Recreation Economy for Rural Communities EPA Grant which would provide added
funding support for landscape development at Thomaston Green. The Rue Institute has offered to
assist with applying for this grant on our behalf with select board approval.

ACTION: Motion made by Kim Matthews, second by Sandy Moore to support the application
process for the Rue Institute to apply for the above-mentioned grant. VOTE: 5-0

. Public Hearings:

Pursuant to 22 MRS, §4305(1), to hear comments on amending the municipal General Assistance
Ordinance by repealing and replacing appendices A through H of the existing ordinance, which shall be
in effect from October 1, 2024 to September 30, 2025.

Motion made by Pete Lammert, second by Sandy Moore to go into public hearing at 6:50 PM
to hear comments on amending the municipal General Assistance Ordinance. VOTE: 5-0

Chris Rector noted a Midcoast Managers Association Meeting that he attended recently where there was
a presentation by a group from the Lincoln County YMCA. This group (funded with American Rescue Plan
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Act money) helps those seeking general assistance by keeping an updated resource book/list of all local
services, help, and resources available.

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Kim Matthews to exit public hearing at 6:59 PM. VOTE: 5-0

Motion made by Bill Hahn, second by Kim Matthews to approve the Municipal General Assistance
Ordinance. VOTE: 5-0

4. Approve Minutes of August 12, 2024:

Motion made by Pete Lammert, second by Kim Matthews to approve the minutes as presented.
VOTE: 4-0-1 with Chris Rector abstaining.

5. Approve The Warrants:

Motion made by Kim Matthews, second by Bill Hahn to approve the warrants as presented.
VOTE: 5-0

7. Town Manager’s Report (See Attached)
8. Town Boards & Committees Updates:

Bill Hahn gave an update regarding the Watts Block brick project. An additional $18,000 is needed
from the Reserve Account to complete the project.

ACTION: Motion by Bill Hahn, second by Pete Lammert to approve the transfer of $18,000
from the Reserve Account to complete the Watts Block brick project. VOTE: 5-0

Adjourn:

Motion made by Chris Rector, second by Pete Lammert to adjourn at 7:15 p.m. VOTE: 5-0

Respectfully Submitted,

p ol

Joanne Moulton, Town Clerk
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