Town of Thomaston

THOMASTON ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT (TED)
Report for February 2025

PLANT OPERATIONS — The cold weather this month gave a chance to make
1.96 million gallons (MG) of effluent into ice. With this and the limited
snowfall (only the equivalent of 1% inches of rain) the level in the storage

lagoon ended the month only about a third full. The ice making season has
one more month to go but plans are being made to also discharge to the river
during March. The storage lagoon level began the month at 30% and finished
at 32% full.

Precipitation, measured as rain, was only 1.50 inches. This compares
to a normal 3.50 average of this month. The dry spell, started last year,
continues.

The volume of wastewater received for treatment was 5.54 MG
compared to the average of 7.8 MG received in February in the last 5-years.

The effluent was monitored, sampled and tested as required by our
DEP license and all parameters were within limits. There were no violations
of our license this month.

PERSONNEL — Gordon, now that he has his Grade I1I Wastewater
Operator’s License, has taken over the day-to-day operations of the

wastewater system. He is also the authorized person to sign the required
monthly DEP and EPA reports. Tony is continuing to take courses and study
to become a certified operator. John will provide supervision of finances and
long-term planning.

PUMP STATIONS — The pump stations all ran well with minor problems
this month. All stations had both pumps in full operation. Batteries for the
generators were replaced in the Thatcher Street and Buttermilk Lane Pump
Stations after the generators failed to start for their weekly test run. All

generators are now fully operational. The Thatcher Street Pump Station
controls failed to start the pumps once this month but the alarm was
answered by Tony who reset the controls and returned the station to normal
operation. The problem was most likely caused by a deviation in voltage.



We continue to monitor the three pump stations that move the
wastewater from the east end of Thomaston to the Water Street Pump
Station with daily inspections but they performed this month with no issues.

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES — This month the solar array produced 43,608 kWh
of electricity that went to the grid. The solar panels on the roof of the

wastewater control building and garage produced 1,666 kWh that was all
used in the treatment facility. The total electricity generated this month was
44,573 kWh. (See graph below for comparison between actual productions for
different years.) The production of electricity was about average for this
month.

During February the municipal electric accounts used a total of 69,055
kWh and that is 24,482 kWh more than was generated. This led to paying
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CMP $11,729.36 for the power they provided.
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